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| i was, therefore, in company with 

this gentleman, that Lord Walford 

left London, to go to C Park, 

and to communicate the ungrateful 

Intelligence of Sir* George Offulton' 8 
| death to Lucy. 8 
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"Ft muſt not, however, be ſuſpected 
he did it with an air of triumph, 
or inſolence, but it ought rather to 
be underſtood his moments paſſed 
unpleaſantly on, and he could not 


enjoy that vivacity which ſeemed ſo 


congenial to his nature. 
* 


Indeed, to ſhed human blood, is 
of ſo horrible a nature, and bears 
fo much gloomineſs in itſelf, that 


even a ſeeming ſenſe of guilt, and 
an execration of violence, generally 
bollow him who has drawn his ſword 
min his own defence, and purchaſed 
his own preſervation by the death of 


When Lord Waliord.reached C—— 
Park, he was ſorely diſappointed in 
3 not 


{#3 

not finding the family at home. He 
was informed, that Mrs. Melfont and 
Lucy were gone to London three 
days before, where the nuptials were 
to be celebrated according to a 


ſecond appointment; and after an 
abſence of ten days in town, they 


were to return, and ſpend the greateſt 
part of their time in Kent. | 


The reader, oho is already © 


quainted with the unhappy fate of. 
the intended bridegroom, may well 
imagine the diſappointment of Mrs. 
Melfont, when ſhe reached London. 


Fame, that dreadful monſter, whoſe 
growth is accelerated by its rapidity, 


ſoon whiſpered into Lucy's ears, Sir 
George Oſſulton was no more! Nor 


was this the only unpleaſing cir- 
B 2 | cumſtance 


* 


1 * 


* 


k 3 
cumſtance related. It was univer- 
fally reported for ſome time, that the 
baronet had been attacked and mur- 
dered by a nobleman and an aſſo- 
Liate, equally guilty and equally de- 
teſtable; who, to avoid the puniſh- 
ment which was due to ſo great and 
ſo bloody a violation of the laws 
of their country, had fled away 
9 the capital and had been not 
| 3 5 ben on the road which led 
2 =, but actually had em- 
= barked on board the Calais _ 


eur, 3 ſoon dippelled the 

clouds of falſhood, and more. authen- 

tic intelligence told Mrs. Melfont, 

that Lord Walford was not guilty of 

5 n, but f that he had almoſt 
; EE noon re WM lien Io 


K 

fallen in the ; defence of pretended. 
; infirmity. Indeed, ſhe ſoon contem- 
plated the-whole in its true and pro- 
he onion rd commas 
ſelf, that Sir George Offulton was 
not united to: her daughter. 
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Lucy likewiſe felt ſome indigna- 
tion, and even condemned. herſelf, 
for admitting too ſoon, and too in- ö 
conſiderately, the addreſſes of a man, 
who, though born in affluence, and. 
endowed with 4 title, had ſhewn a 
heart fo. full of deceit, of n 
and of ingratitude. 
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Such was the ſituation of affairs, 
when Lord Walford and Captain < 
Harriſon returned from Kent to Lon- 
don. It was, indeed, no ſmall mor- 
7 5 = "NES tification 


(% | 
tification to our hero, that he was 
unable to find the place where Mrs. 
Melfont reſided during her abode in 
town. Accident, however, gave a 
piece of information, which repeated 
x enquiries were unable to obtain; and 
the houſe of Lady Belfour, in Port- 
land Square, was the place where 
= Lord Walford had a firſt interview 
WG with Lucy, ſince he had ſeen her 
before he was ſummoned to London 


on account of his father's ſudden 
es. 


Lady Belfour was an Iriſh widow, | 


whoſe youth, vivacity, and elegance 
of manners, were greatly admired, 
and univerſally commended. She was f 


one of Mrs. Melfont's particular ac- 
quaintance; and, indeed, it was at 
ä : her 


„ 
her houſe that the nuptials of Lucy 


were to be celebrated, at her own 


particular deſire. It will not appear, 
therefore, wonderiul, that Mrs. Mel- 
font and Lucy remained in Lady 
Belfour's houſe during. their ſtay in 
London. 


Captain Harriſon was alſo one of 
Lady Belfour's acquaintance; and he 
was no ſooner returned to London, 
than he found a card of invitation at 
his houſe to go to a ball in Port- 
land Square. The invitation | he ACRE: - 
cepted with ſome pleaſure, particu. 
larly when he determined to intro» 
duce Lord Walford to Loy Bel. 
four's acquaintance, x 


CHAP. EX. 


1 T is impoſſible to ſay whether 

this invitation which Captain Har- 
riſon received, was intended to intro- 
duce queſtions, and to lead into in- 


veſtigation concerning the fate of Sir 


George Oſſulton, or whether it was 
accidental. Whatever the reaſons of 
Lady Belfour's intentions were, how- 
ever, it placed the parties in a very 
aukward and a very trying ſitua- 
tion; and it cannot be ſuppoſed that 


the firſt interview between Lord Wal- 


ford, and Mrs. Melfont, and Lucy, 


Was without concern, and deſtitute of 


all delicacy and emotion, —As it was 
unexpeGted, _ 


( 


unexpected, ſo it was the more ſhock- 


ing; but the interpoſition and the 


kindneſs of Lady Belfour, ſoon re- 
ſtored the vivacity and cheerful appears 
ance of the company. 


Lord Walford, 
degree, charmed the attention of Lady 


Belfour, and indeed ſhe ſeemed almoſt 


to forget that there were other viſitors 
preſent.—He did not, however, neg- 


lect the golden ere which 


he had. 


The time which had lapſed ſince 
he had ſeen Mrs. Melfont at C 


Park, had given riſe to many new 
and unexpected events, which the moſt 
fertile imagination could not have 


foreſeen. He * much for Luey's 


to a very great 


ſituation 7 
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Whole intended huſband his anxiety 


1 


ſituation; but, though he was her 


moſt conſtant companion during the 


whole evening, yet little or nothing 
was ſaid. His eyes ſpoke the kind 
language of tenderneſs and of ſym- 
pathy, yet the behaviour of Lucy was 
not only diſtant and reſerved, but it 
was cold and: indifferent. She was a 


fair flower, whoſe beauty the rude 
breath of the zephyrs, or the . vio- 


lence of a ſhower, have ruffled and 
diſarranged, that they may be ex- 


panded with more luſtre and more 
F dignity, when ſerenity returns, and 
s the rays of the ſun re- appear. 


Captain Harriſon, who did not ex- 


ped to find in the houſe of his 
acquaintance, Lady Belfour, the lady 


for 


n 
for the preſervation of Lord Wal- 


ford's life had obliged him to ſacrifice, 


took every opportunity of making his 


peace with Mrs. Melfont and her 


amiable daughter; and, indeed, not 
without ſucceſs. Mrs. Melfont was 
particularly delighted with the beha- 
viour and the manners of Captain 
Harriſon; and, as he was an intimate 
acquaintance of her friend Lady Bel- 
four, ſne deemed him ſtill more enti- 
tled to her attention. Lucy likewiſe 


ſhewed a kind of partiality for this 


gentleman, and ſeemed to ſay, that 


if all Lord Walford's acquaintance » 
were like Captain Harriſon, he muſt 1 
be one of the choſen few, who ſpend 
their time in innocent e 


with pleaſure to themſelves, and late, 
faction to their friends. 1 


r 
' $4. 8, ROT 

_rm__ 1, 
” 


1 


This ſocial intercourſe was continued 


bation of .the worthy Mrs. Melfont, 


the interceſſion of Lady Belfour, and 
the no leſs preſſing expoſtulations of 
Lord Walford and Captain Harriſon. 


Indeed we muſt not forget to men- 
tion, that a few days ſcarce paſſed, 
before the Captain betrayed that he 
Was alſo one of Lord Walford's rivals 
in gaining the affections of the ami- 
able Lucy. His mind, however, he 
_ did not wiſh to make known ; and 


be thought the ſafeſt, moſt eligible, 


and moſt prudent method, by the 
apparently common forms of civility 
and attention, to ſound the heart of 


| for ſeveral days, to the great appro- 


whoſe ſtay in town was prolonged by 


req, Van: to ftorm the fortreſs; and 


ei 
T6 


£ 1710 


by an open and avowed declaration, £ 
cither T6 gain his point or be totally 
rejected, and left to pine and languiſh | 


unſeen and en 


He a. Lord Walford daily 
growing in the eſteem, and hourly 
improving the opportunities of ſpeak- 


ing love and tenderneſs, which he 
received from the kindneſs and from 
the condeſcenſion of the lovely Lucy; 


but he knew ' that the artifice of one 
hour will often deſtroy the labours 
of years, and that the well executed | 
plans of a lover have gained the heart 


of a miſtreſs, which, in others, ſighs 
and tears, proteſtations, and ſounding 
words of love and ardor, could never 
render Propitious. | 
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quering Lord Walford, was, in the 
opinion of Captain Harriſon, not only 


( 0 F 
To defeat the progreſs | of the con. 


impoſſible, but the attempt impracti. 
cable; therefore it was neceſſary, and 


unavoidably expedient, to find reſour- . 
does of a different nature, and to build a 
hopes on more ſolid foundations. h 


C HAP. XXXI. 


he determined to ruin Lord Walford 
in the eſteem of Lucy, and to render 
him, if poſſible, the inſtrument of 
his own deſtruction. He was not 
ignorant of the ſhare of Lucy's affec- 
tion he enjoyed, when he had heard 


Mrs. Melfont declare, that if any per- 


ſon could make her daughter happy, 


it was ſurely Lord Walford and if- 
any perſon could meet with her ap- 
probation as her ſon-in-law, it Was 


Lord Walford. 


* 


10 ſooner, therefore, did this 
occur to Captain Harriſon, than 
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The t time of. Mrs. Melfont” 8 depar 
ture approached, and Lucy was to 
accompany her into Kent. The invi- 
tations of Lady Belfour proved un- 
availing, and Lord Walford ſaw the 
time arrive when he muſt part with 
Lucy, and no longer ſpend thoſe 
fleeting moments, thoſe hours and 
days of happineſs, which he had re- 
peatedly, ſpent in the company of the 
cheerful Lucy. He would have ac- 
companied Mrs. Melfont, but the 
. of his guardians pre- 
vailed; and Captain Harriſon, who 
now ſeemed more chan ever to have 
gained his conſidence and friendſhip, 
engaged him to remain in London. 


f 


* Walford, ay the departure 


of Suey, e the company of 
85 


1 


. — — 
— — 
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5 Lady Belfour, and became acquainted 

with the more faſhionable circles of 
high life. 


Indeed, this lady was become very 
partial to our hero, and it will ſcarcely 
be believed, if aſſerted, that ſhe ap- 
peared moſt cheerful and lively when 
Lord Walford was one of the com- 
pany. Her youth ſeemed in ſome 
meaſure to make amends for her 


: livelineſs; . and furely the pleaſures, 
5 comforts, and endearments, of a ma- 
; trimonial life, can never be forgotten 
e at the age of four and twenty! 
Lord Walford now began to fre- 

quent more conſtantly, all places of 
5 public amuſement; and his introduc- 
0 


tion among Captain Harrifon' 8 s Hiends 


Tay 
and acquaintances, - now made his * 


company eagerly NOISY and his 
8 ſolicited. 


Ile foon "i to ' taſte of the 
pleaſures of high life, and if it were 
poſſible, or even probable, one might 
almoſt ſuſpect, that the accompliſh- 
ments of Lucy, who ſeemingly was 
fond of burying herſelf in the coun- 
try from the circles of elegance and 
| faſhion, no longer retained her wonted 
and long eſtabliſhed dominion over 
the heart of a young nobleman, whoſe 
affections it was the intention and 
wiſh of Captain Harriſon to corrupt, 
i and his character to ruin. 


| It may be perhaps intimated, that 
| common ſenſe, and circumſpection, 
11 | would 


cud | 
would. i_ at leaſt diſtinguiſhed be- 
tween the profeſſions of friendſhip, 
and the flatteries of perfidy; but, 
alas! it is too true, that evil company 
corrupts good manners. The ſimpli- 
city of virtue, and the rude uncouth 
armour of innocence, will not long 
make a ſtand againſt the affaults of 
bad example; and where a ſcene of 
dffipation is continually nn 
adieu to F mordlizing, * 


Daily Gerte convinces us of 
this truth; and where friends and the 
moſt favoured affociates are engaged, 
the temptation then becomes ſtronger 
and ſtronger, and we more eagerly 
and rapidly follow thoſe who enjoy 
our confidence, let their courſe be 

c 2 good 


C24) 
good or evil, their intentions wicked | 
or charitable. 


1. was, 8 in the company, | 
and under the patronage and auſpices 
of Captain Harriſon, that Lord Wal. 
ford began to frequent thoſe cele- 
rated houſes in the neighbourhood 


of St. James's, where the ennobled 


as well as the commoner daily aſſem- 
ble, and where, in one evening, the 
man who is not even maſter of the 
coat he wears, by the ſmiles of good 
and propitious Fortune, becomes the 
poſſeſſor of thouſands, the patron of 
 preferment, and the leader of de- 

pendants. 


The experience of Captain Harriſon 


knew well how to take advantage 
of 


( 25 3 

of our hero's ſimplicity and igno- 
rance; but, that diſcouragement mi ight 
not accompany bad ſucceſs, good for- 
tune was permitted alternately to 
ſmile on the beginning career of 
Lord Walford. 


He often returned from this place 
of public amuſement maſter of more 
than the half of what he had received 
by the death of his father. In ſhort, 
gaming with him became faſhionable 
and habitual, and it was not only his 
amuſement, but it was his particular 
ſtudy from morning till night; and 
ſcarce a few moments could be ſpared, 
to continue the correſpondence which 
repeated intreaties, vows and ſupplica- 
tions, had obtained with the fair, the 

8 3 , virtuous 


-c£@ 1 
virtuous and amiable inhabitant of 
C— Park, 


She, ai lovely fair, Little thought 
that her expreſſions of kindneſs and 
regard were often negle&ed by the 

intruſion of a gameſter, and that the 
language of confidence, love, and ſin- 
cerity, which was dictated in the 
cooler and more collected moments 
of our hero, was too often forgotten, 
till the kindneſs of Lucy again con- 
© deſcended to give an anſwer, and 

again to re-kindle thoſe flames of an 
honorable paſſion, which the violence 
of bad example, and the artifice of 


. friends and of aſſociates, was intent 


to extinguiſh. 
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TT was during the time that Lord 
Walford was purſuing, in the intri- 
cate paths of chicane and gaming, the 
inconſtant favors of Fortune, forgetful 
of his other duties and of the attach- 
ment he profeſſed for Miſs Melfont, 
that Lady Belfour invited a number 
of her aquaintance to partake of a 
ſuperb entertainment. Among them 
the reader will, not be diffatisfied to 
ſind the moſt ſprightly and faſhion- 
able of both ſexes, and in the num 85 "on 
ber of theſe, Captain Fare an 2 

Lord Wel | -— 2 -. 2. 


. 


E 

The day exhibited a ſcene of con- 
viviality ſcarce to be paralleled ; and 
the cheerfulneſs and good humour that 
reigned among the company, was a 
very flattering. proof of Lady Bel- 
four's liberality, and of her judgment 
in the choice of her friends. 

The good. influence of Bacchus was 
98 or later felt by the gentlemen 
who were of the party; and among 
Wale who had Toft their ſenſes by 
intoxication, was Lord Walford. After 
z midnight, he became uncommonly ö 
riotous, and the continued vocifera- 
tion he uſed, exhauſted his ſpirits 
gradually, and lulled him to fleep. It 
Was during this interval that the com- 
pany wiſhed him to be removed, with- 
eing to the _ and 

the 


the ſneers of others, who were not, 
perhaps, better maſters of e 


Copaln Harriſon mania tis 
friendſhip and regard on this me- 
morable occaſion, and took upon. 
himſelf to conduct him ſafe home; 
yet with difficulty he obtained Lord 
Walford's conſent; ; but at laſt, they 
both left the room. | 5755. e 


6 
% 


About a quarter of an hour after, 
Captain Harriſon returned to the 
company, and obſerved, with much 1 
good humour, that his pupil had | 
recovered his ſenſes, and got better 
of his intoxication, but that ſince he 
had left the company in an abrupt 
manner, he would not preſume to 
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(639 
make his appearance again on chat 
night. 


g Lady Belfour, who at that time 
was abſent from the room, ſoon after 
paid a viſit to her company, and on 
not ſeeing Lord Walford in his place, 
made repeated enquiries after him. 


= She remained fatisfied when ſhe was 


informed he had retired; and ſome 
time after that the whole company 
one up. 


5 Lady Belfour, after the departure 
of her numerous friends, had ſcarce 
retired to her chamber, and laid her- 
ſelf to ſleep, before her ſlumbers were 
_ diſturted by a ſudden noiſe, as ſhe 
thought, near her bed. She was 
1 bs * alarmed 


t 
alarmed at the ſound, and her female 
apprehenſions were farther increaſed, 
when ſhe recollected that the greateſt 
part of her ſervants were lately hired, 
and that thoſe ſhe had employed 
before them, had been accufed of 
miſtruſt, and conſequently diſmiſſed 
with grace from her ſervice. 

After this ſhe vang der belt” with 
violence, and alarmed the whole houſe. 
The dreadful and unuſual ſound was, 


indeed, heard every where, and awaked ³⁶ü 


thoſe that flept, as well as terrified 
thoſe that watched. 


The noiſe that had coal the = 
fright of. Lady Belfour, was again = 


repeated; _ indeed, out ſtepped from 
a cloſet 


i 


N 
a cloſet in my. lady's room, (and 
with compaſſion and indulgence be 
it ſpoken) Lord Walford himſelf! 
The noiſe of the bell had rouſed 
him up, and, in burſting from the 
cloſet into Lady Belfour's apartment, 
he overturned a chair, which by its 
fall extinguiſhed the only light that 
was in the room. This was accom- 
panied by a horrid ſhriek from Lady 
1 | Belfour, who thought herſelf for ever 
| " 8 loſt; particularly when ſhe heard Lord 
Ct - Walford advancing towards her bed. 
1 She had, however, the ee ba 
1 B mind to eſcape from her bed, 
avoid this ſuppoſed raviſher; and 5 
| ſudden opening of her door by a 
gentleman, who had with his lady 
remained in the houſe of Lady Bel- 
, | . four, 
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. 
land, exhibited ſuch a ſcene as can 


better be imagined than deſcribed.  - 


This gentleman was not then aſleep, 


when Lady Belfour's bell had. rung, 
but he was ſo alarmed by the ſhriek 
that he had heard, that, without con- 
3 ſidering where he was going, he 
ruſhed towards the place with a can- 


dle in his hand, and broke open the 


room. — But, oh! what was his aſto- 
niſhment, to behold Lady Belfour ſhi- 
vering for fear, and trembling with 
cold, in one corner of the room, and 
Lord Walford ſtalking with. _— 
ſtrides towards the e ; 


At the ſight of the nn the 
intoxication of Lord Walford vaniſhed; 
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wy when he became ſenſible of the 
place where he was, ſobriety revived. 
—A thouſand apologies: he attempted 
to make, a thouſand ſupplications for 
-pardon he wiſhed to offer; but Lady 
Belfour, whole, indignation. was kin- 
dled beyond meaſure at the ſight of 
Lord Walford, deſired him to leave 
the room, to which he inſtantly com- 
pied, without farther offending her 
-ladyſhip*s modeſty, and expoſing her 
undreſſed to his view, as well as to 
that of the gentleman who had come 
to enquire into the cauſes of this 
Tudden alarm. | 


The TM who were now com- 
ing to the ſcene of action from 
every quarter, ſoon enabled Lord 
Walford to leave the houſe of Lady 

1 : 


0 3s ) 


Belfour, and to repair to his 


own. 5 e 


The more he conſidered this m 
affair, the more he deemed it a my- 
ſtery, and the more bewildered did 


\ 


he find him&lEf. CCF 


Indeed, it may well be imagined, 
Lord Walford did not pals a com- 


fortable night. His ſpirits were too 
much ruffled to enfure him repoſeʒ 
and when he reflected on what had 


happened, and what friend he had 
innocently offended, he bluſhed at 
the idea, and could hardly perſuade 
himſelf that his intoxication had been 
; productive of ſuch a ſcene. _ __ 


x _—_— 
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C HAP. XXXII. 


* day was no ſooner come, 

than meaſures were taken to 
remove ſuſpicions from Lady Belfour's 
mind; and Lord Walford repaired in 
the morning to Portland Square, 
> firmly determined to offer whatever 
atonement the offende: lady required, 


and to make whatever apologies ſo 


N heinous and ſo momentous an affair 
could command. 


It cannot appear wonderful, that 
Lord Walford was unable to explain 
this myſtery, as he did not recollect 
one 288 circumſtance that had hap- 
2 $ 995 


(. 7 
pened for ſome time before Captain 
Harriſon, at the deſire of the com. 
pany, removed him from Lady Bel. 
four's houſe, to the moment that he 
found himſelf by the ſide of her bed. 
But this myſtery can eaſily be unra-. 


velled, when Captain Harriſon's jea- 


| louſy of our hero's good fortune in 
the affections of Lucy Melfont is 
| recolleQted. | 

: " Ganglia Harriſon had no ſooner 
conducted away Lord Waltord from 
the parlour where the company were 
aſſembled, than he delivered him into 
the hands of one of Lady Belfour's 


 footmen, and defired him to tak Mi 
particular care of him. The footman, 


whoſe underſtanding was in uniſon 


with the intentions of Captain Harri- 
n, D ſon, 
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the bribes he 
the promiſes that had been tendered 


„„ 
ſon, very punctually obeyed this gen⸗ 


tleman's injunctions; and as he was 


totally devoted to his intereſt, by 
had received, and 


to him, he acted as it ſeems the 
captain had previouſſy directed him, 
and ſecretly conveyed Lord Walford 
into a cloſet in the apartment where 
Lady Belfour generally ſlept. Lord 
Walford, all this time, was ſo inſen- 
fible of what was going forward, 


that he dropped aſleep as ſoon as 
made to ſit in a chair; and it was, 


probably, his changing his poſture, 
or moving his leg, that occaſioned 


dhe noiſe which induced Lady Bel- 


four to ring her bell, and alarm 


1 the houſe. 


Therefore, 


e 


| Therefore, without being acquainted 


with theſe very material and very 
important circumſtances, Lord Wal- 
ford | repaired to Portland Square 


early in the morning. When he | 


came there, Lady Belfour was not 


yet come down, and though he made 
his coming known to her ladyſhip, 
pyet he was. ſuffered to remain alone 
for upwards of half an hou. 


Lady Belfour at laſt made her 


appearance, with the indignation and 


horror painted in her countenance, 


which every woman feels, or ought SS ä 5 
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feel, when her modeſty is impaired,” a » Ii 


or her virtue inſulted. She had got 


yet had time to queſtion her ſer-' 
vants, or to make the. ſmalleſt 


. ene 


— 


( 4) 
enquiries into the matter; but 1350 
Walford was ſo preſſing in his foli. 
citations for her forgiveneſs, and ſo 
anxious to clear himſelf from every 
ſuſpicion which might offend either 
his own character or Lady Belfour's 
reputation, that at his own particular 
requeſt, the ſervants were ſummoned 


in his preſence, * * exa- 
: mined. No 
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WT They all declared themſelves igno- 
= rant of the whole matter; but the 
i tool of Captain Harriſon” s guilty 
. 1 deſires aſſerted, before Lady Belfour 
and his lordſhip, that he had been 
ordered by Captain Harriſon to con- 
duct away Lord Walford, who to all 
Ice: ſeemed fober and as ſen- 
fivle 


K 


ſible as ever, and to open him the 


door, which commands he had faith- 
fully obeyed; and that from that 


moment to the preſent he ſaid he 
had ſeen nothing of his lordſhip. 


« Perhaps,” added he, © his lordſhip 
“ might have returned, and opened 
„ the door himſelf, and introduced 


« himſelf into my lady's apartment, 
thinking himſelf t to be-in his own 


6 houſe. Wu 6 5 : 3 al 22 ; 
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This account ſeemed to militate ſo 
much againſt the general ſyſtem that 
Lord Walford wiſhed to eſtabliſh, that 
Lady Belfour s ſuſpicions were rather 
augmented than diminiſhed. Lord 


Walford, however, continued ſo per- 
tinacious, and ſeemed ſo urgent, and 


0 deſirous to deprecate her lady: 
„ 3 
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Ta. 
ſhip's reſentment, that ſhe heard his 
arguments with more impartiality. 


As ſhe had a character to ſup- 
: port, and a reputation to preſerve 
inviolate, ſhe did not ceaſe to repre- 
ſent to Lord Walford how injurious 
the promulgation of ſo infamous a 
report would prove to her peace of 
mind. She did not, the ſaid, con- 
ceive that Lord Walford's general 
| conduct could be impeschedd, or his 
honour violated; but from Meinken- 
neſs, even friendſhip and famili- 
arity have ſomething to dread! She 
therefore begged his lordſhip would 
take the moſt effectual meaſures to 
protect that character, and preſerve 
that reputation, which he had im- 
prudently endeavoured to inſult, and 
: that 
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never give 
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forgiveneſs, before ſhe was more fully 
convinced of the {ſince 


7 


ſhe would 
tentions 
6 


in 


that 


Cay 
CHAP. XXIV. 


MATTERS now reſted upon this 
baſis, and Lord Walford had 


left Lady Belfour's houſe about one 


hour, when Captain Harriſon was 


introduced. 


Lady Belfour, whoſe»mind was ſtill 


intent on Lord Walford's viſit, ſoon 


revealed the whole affair to Captain 


- Harriſon; whoſe aſtoniſhment, as may 
well be imagined, was raiſed beyond 


conception.“ In your ladyſhip's 


* bed-room !—Good God!” ſays the 
captain, © I cannot believe it; I had 
« always entertained a better opinion 
«of: 


"Ci ) 


„him to be guilty of ſo horrible 
a thing as that Upon my word; 
if it be true, Lady Belfour, I am 
almoſt aſhamed of having intro- 


2 


* duced his lordſhip to your ac- 


6. quaintance.— What can he ſay for 
« himſelf ?—Intoxication-! Well may 


e people cover their diabolical pur- 


<« poſes under ſuch a ſhield Indeed 
« it is a pretty defence —But FE 
66 « hope Lord Walford will make 


« amends to your "HOI for rm 


* inſult.” 


In ure of ſimilar tenor did 
Captain Harriſon inflame the mind 
of Lady Belfour; and as he ſeemed 
to act the part of a diſintereſted 


& end, and begged that what he 
| advanced 


of Lord Walford, than to ſuſpect 
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K > 
advanced might be . confidered as 
ſuch, and conſequently never be made 
public, as it was merely uttered from 
real affection for her ladyſhip's cha- 
racter, the deluded woman believed 
him, and almoſt blamed herſelf for 
not behaving with more aſperity to 
end Walford. 


. It will be 8 proper,” conti- 
nued Captain Harriſon, © for your 
& ladyſhip to make the whole affair 
| + known to your particular friends. 
« — am afraid it will gain credit 
% among the more imprudent part 
of the world.—l think it is proper 
. Melfont ſhould be made AC- 
“ quainted with the circumſtance.—T. 
* will ſpeak myſelf to Lord Wal- 
* ford—1 really cannot perſuade my- 
ons © ſelf 
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T*Þ 3 5 
© ſelf he could do ſuch a thing 
« intentionally; but, however, we 
are too often deceived in our 5 
« opinions, and Lord Walford may 
« be what neither your ladyſhip nor 
« myſelf ſuſpected him to be; but 
« you ruſt not think I mean to 
« jinfinuate any thing againſt | his || 
0 public or private character —I hope 
„“ Lady Belfour will not think me 
„ guilty of ſuch baſeneſs, without 
« due grounds; and I truſt that 
« what I have ſaid will remain un- 
„known to him or any body (elſe, 
“ as being dictated by a real regard . 
for your ladyſhip's character.? 
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HIS was more than enough to 
undo all the compaſſion, the 
kindneſs and concern that Lady Bel- 
four had entertained for Lord Wal. 
ford; and Captain Harriſon, during 
a Wii tenee of half an hour, obtained 
more than from his warmeſt expecta- 
tions he could promiſe himſelf. Before 
= he left Portland Square, Lady Bel- 
= four expreſſed herſelf in terms of the 
| greateſt commendation of his cha- 
racter, and particularly ſo, when he 
had afferted that if Lord Walford did 


not make proper atonement for ſo 
: * 5 


( 4 ) 
l an inſult, he- could call” him 


to the field were be even s own 
brother. | 


This was highly plenki to Tay | 
Belfour; and indeed the captain 
might have ventured to utter things 
ſtill of greater enmity againſt Lord 
Walford, if he pleaſed, without any 
dread of the failure of her 1 8 
ſecrecy. 
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The heart of every woman is the 
tool of paſſion, of the ſofteſt as well 
as of the groſſeſt kind; and that 
which is deemed moſt ſuſceptible of 
love, may be found moſt ſuſceptible 
of reſentment. If the former be 
found difficult to be diſſolved, the 
latter. 
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latter will be diſcovered to be no 
leſs than immortal; and nothing is 
more formidable, and more perni- 


cious, than that reſentment which is 
produced from {lighted vows, or diſ- 
appointed love. 


| The mournful tale was ſoon made 
public, and. indeed not much to the 


credit of either Lord Walford or 


Lady Belfour ; but indeed they en- 


dured the ſneers and the ridicule of 
their enemies in common with many 


others; and perhaps it may be 
no ſmall conſideration under misfor- 


tunes, (and what greater misfor- 


tunes can happen to a mortal being, 
than the loſs of his character, and 


the decay of his reputation ?) to 


reflect 
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flect that what 
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dea Belfour, however, did not 

fail to improve on Captain Har- 
riſon's advice, and, among others, 
Mrs. Melfont was made acquainted 
with a ſeries of circumſtances, which, 


In her opinion, did not redound 


much to the honour of the perſon 
whom ſhe had propoſed to herſelt 
for her ſon-in-law. 


Lucy bluſhed as the read the woe. 
ful intelligence, and ſuch .a bluſh 
might ſurely have made amends— 
might have compenſated for the 
offence which Lady Belfour had 

received; 


cd 


— 


7 | 


( ) 


tetelved; but Lucy felt like à wo- 
man, and though ſhe . could hardly 
perſuade herſelf Lord Walford could 


be guilty of ſuch ingratitude, yet 


ſhe” deemed it of the moſt ſerious 


nature. 


f * 


Indeed it is not poſſible, at leaſt it 


appears not very probable, that he who 
is maſter of the tendereſt affections 
of an amiable woman, will forget the 
value of his poſſeſſion, and ſeriouſſy 
gratify ſenſuality in the arms of a 
ſtranger, while the recollection dwells 


ſtrongly upon his mind, that ſoon, 


perhaps, he may, without the impu- 
tation of laſciviouſneſs or infidelity, 
be admitted to enjoy thoſe pleaſures, 
and to partake of thoſe endearments, 
Vol, Hs * z ³ 0¹ 
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which are in reſerve for him, and 
ag him . 


The at of intoxication, in 108 
Meclfonr s mind, was an aggravation 
of the moſt unpardonable nature, 
and, perhaps, worſe in its conſe- 
quences, than that frailty of which 
Lord Walford was accuſed. 


Theſe two things, which appa- 
rently deſerved the names of crimes, 
did not, therefore, increaſe Lucy's 
partiality for Lord Walford. She 
had, it muſt be confeſſed, long ago 
obſerved a ſtrain of coldneſs and 
indifference in his epiſtles; but of 
this ſhe took no notice, as time was 
to judge of the ſincerity of his heart. 
Profeſſions 


* 


t Ss ? 

Profeſſions of love ſhe often compared 

| to an exploſion, which begins with 
à flame, and ends in ſmoke; and 
more than once had ſhe complained, 
perhaps then without a cauſe, of 
the fickleneſs of lovers, whoſe vows 
and ſighs are forgotten as cally. 25 
they were uttered. 


She 8 told Lord Walford, 
during the moments in which he 
profeſſed himſelf happy in her com- 
pany, that his partiality might end 
in diſguſt. — It is moſt probable,” 
ſaid ſhe, with wonderful emphaſis, 
« that in the courſe of a few. years, 
« you will viſit different places, where 
4 freſh objects will preſent themſelves 
to your. view, poſſeſſed of every 
Habe and accompliſhment, which 
221 „ MY SL will 
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40 will totally obliterate ffom your 


4 memory the trifling abilities of 
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** Frein ab dn of theſe 
circumſtances, therefore, Lucy, with- 
out”. forgetting Lord Walford, amen 
his correſpondence. | 


Our hero, whoſe heart was now 


ſoftened by a late event, felt every, 


| the ſmalleſt diſappointment ; but the 
ſilenee of his Lucy was more pain- 
ful than all the reſt; and; indeed, in 
that quarter alone, where he ſought 


for relief, and where he received 


Pleafure, there, now, he had to 


draw . ee and for- 
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He preſumed to complain, but all 
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in vain; Lucy {till continued ſilent. 
He repeated his applications again 
and again, and Mrs. Melfont at 
laſt was prevailed upon, by the 
yielding and compaſſionate Lucy, to 
tell him that his late behaviour in 
the houſe of her friend, Lady Bel- 
four, had ſo, vehemently raiſed her 
aſtoniſhment and indignation, that 
the now blamed herſelf, rather. than 
commended her prudence, for having 
given encouragement and ſanction to 
a familiarity, which was | ſeemingly 
continued with facie 1 open marks 
of _ . and of e 
Og EE. 
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CHAP. ; XEXVTE 


APTAIN Harrifon could not 

be ignorant of the change which 
0 confequently take place at the 
intelligence of fuch circumſtances, 
which were ſo well and fo accu- 
rately authenticated. He therefore 
triumphed over Lord Walford's mis 
fortunes, and already fancied him- 
ſelf in the poſſeſſion of what he moſt 
: 7 * 
11 was with ſuch ſentimerits of 
| ſecret extaſy and ſelf. ſatisfaction, that 
he met Lord Walford. He ſoon told 
him, that his viſit to Lady Belfour | 


had made him acquainted with cir- 


deſtroying the very plans he wiſhed 


daily to ſhow, if poſſible.—“ It is 
an honor,” ſaid he, which every 
body cannot but envy;“ not, in | 
the mean-while, without ardently wiſh- 


( F 


eumſtances, already well known to 
the reader, but he did not, on this 
occaſion, attempt to reconcile him 


to Lady Belfour, by ſympathy or -- 


concern; it would, indeed, have been 


to adopt. He therefore laughed at 
the idea, and rather than to adviſe 
Lord Walford to offer again his apo- 


logies to Lady Belfour, he encouraged R 3 
him to re-exhibit, if poſſible, ſuch 


another laughable ſcene—a ſcene of 
real gallantry, and which every man 
of ſpirit and intrigue. ſhould be glad 
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the time to know the precious value 
of his moments, and at the ſame 
time to enjoy them. 


This, however, was not ſufficient 
to baniſh the melancholy which reigned 
in the boſom of Lord Walford; and 
the ſilence of Lucy did not a little 
contribute to increaſe his penſiveneſs. 
A circumſtance ſome time after hap- 
pened, which not only produced an 
alteration in Lord Walford's ſituation, 
but which produced events new and 
unexpected. 


The frequent viſits which our hero 
paid to the celebrated houſes of St. 
James's, in company with Captain 
Harriſon and his diſſolute aſſociates, 
5 Soon: nen 2 ſenſidle Se in his 
S242 | „ finances; 


( 6x ) 
finances; and in a few nights, not 
only the many thouſands which the 
tranſient ſmiles of Fortune had be- 
ſtowed upon him, but even the pro- 
perty which was in the hands of his 
guardians, was promiſorily transfer» 
red to others, to pay debts of honor 
and of ſecrecy. 5. oo 8 
This was luckily diſcovered by the 
more, diſintereſted friends and by the 
guardians of Lord Walford; and as 
the moſt proper method of checking 
that ſpirit of gaming which he had 
imbibed, and which ſeemed already 
habitual to him, was to remove him 
from the company and from the 
haunts of gameſters, it was thought 
proper to recommend to him to 
make the tour of Europe, and to 


( 6 ) 
finiſh an enterprize which the fudden 
death of his father had prevented in its 
beginning. In this favourite plan he 
very joyfully acquieſced; and Cap- 


tain Harriſon, who ſtill enjoyed his 
confidence, and who was become his 
adviſer on moſt occaſions, in this 
_ conſulted more effectually his own 
advantage, by telling Lord Walford 
he could not have fallen into a more 
proper and more eligible plan. 


. 
. 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL 


W E muſt, therefore, follow, 2 
fecond time, our hero, bid- 
ding adieu to the capital, where he 
had been witneſs to ſo much de- 
bauchery and extravagance, and 
where he had almoſt forgotten what 
was moſt dear and moſt precious to 
his heart. But the further he ad- 
vanced from Middleſex, the more he 
recollected the virtues, the accom- 
pliſhments, and the ſenſibility, of - 
the lovely Lucy; and before he parted _ 
from England, he determined to : 
know, once for all, whether bis 
longing ſoul could fay, with the 
VVV 
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66490 
ardor and the hopes of a lover, in 
words of ſweeteſt melody My Lucy, 


c live for me!“ 


With hopes, and yet with fear, he 
approached C—— Park. He alighted 
at the gates, and walked a-foot 
towards the ROWS As he advanced, | 


naſe, ſmilar to that * ae, 


which induced him to leave the 
path and go towards the | thicket, 


from which it ſeemingly proceeded. 


He had no ſooner approached near 
the place, yet without knowing whence 
it came, than the clamor ceaſed, and 


a ſeemingly ſolemn pauſe enſued. He 


was retiring back towards Mrs. Mel- 


font's houſe, when a melodious voice 
fuddenty ec his ear. The ſtillneſs 


of 


(+. 65” ). 
of the evening made the words 
audible, as it was then ſun-ſet. 


The voice was a Siren's voice to 


Lord Walford's ears—it was the well- | 


known voice of his amiable Lucy, 
who ſang the fickleneſs of love, and 


the vanity of vows. His ſoul was in 


extaſy, and he attempted to diſcover 
where Lucy was, without himſelf 
being ſeen. It was an equal number 
of ladies and gentlemen, altogether 
ten, who were then enjoying the cool 
of the evening in a ſmall boat, on 
2 beautiful canal by C 


ſurrounded on every ſide by a « with 
thicket, * romantic a8 it was 
natural. | | 


Park, 
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ford ruſhed into the water as well 


( 66x Þ 


Lord Walford's eyes were ſoon 


r through the brambles to the 
place, but he no ſooner diſcovered 
| the amiable object of his tendereſt 


wiſhes, than all at once, by the 
ſudden injudicious motion of ſome 
of the _ gentlemen, the boat was 


overturned, and all diſappeared under 


the water ! 


This was a ſhocking ſpectacle; 
every one was graſping | whatever 
came within his reach, in hopes of 
ſaving himſelf; and the confuſion was 


ſo increaſed, that in ſpite of the ſhal- 


lowneſs of the water, and the vici- 
nity of the bank, many lives would 
have been loſt, had not Lord Wal- 


As 


() 

as the ſervants who were on ſhore. 
Lord Walford's aſſiſtance was not 
uſeleſs; and as he had often braved, 
« with luſty ſinews, the waves of 
the Thames, his ſkill in ſwimming 
ſoon enabled him to drag to ſhore 
three of the ladies. The diſappear- 
ance of the boat was ſo inſtanta- 
neous, and ſo ſudden, and the ſhip 
wrecked crew were fo eaſily brought 
to ſhore, that no injury was ſuffered, 
fave that which fear - occaſioned, : 


But as they were all congratulating 
one another, the ſudden cry of 
Where is Miſs Melfont ? reached Lord 
Walford's ears: he turned his eyes 
towards the pool, where nothing 
appeared but the boat overturnedʒ; 
but without making further enqui- 


CW) 


nes, he' threw himſelf into the muddy MW 
Water, and ſwam to the middle, where | 
the ſudden whirlpool he occafioned | 
ſhewed him ſomething under the fur: IM - 
face, which as ſoon diſappeared. He \ 
plunged his hand deep under the 1 
water, and what he felt he drew up. 1 


Alt was the head of Miſs Melfont! \ 
and, without. conſulting delicacy of 1 
feeling, he dragged her by the hair i 

to the bank, where ſhe ſoon ſhewed f 
ſigns of a Rig ĩ 0 

u 
L 


"A „ "Dp this time Mrs. Melfont, who | 
was then in her houſe, was apprized 2 
ol the cataſtrophe which had befallen . be 
her daughter and her company; and fo 

on ſeeing the crowd round Lucy, ihe WW as 


ruſhed among them, and threw her- = 
5 elf on her daughter's body. Lifting, 2 


however, 


4 


1 
however, her eyes, ſhe beheld Lord 
Walford, who all this time was as 
little regarded as he was unknown. 
He was kneellng by Lucy's ſide, 
without uttering one word; and im- 
mediately ſhe threw herſelf on "his 
neck, and gave vent to her tears, in 
which ſhe was joined by all the reſt. 
Lucy ſoon felt herſelf ſo well, that 
ſhe walked, in company with her 
friends, to the houſe, which was 
only at a ſmall diſtance; and io, 
univerſal was the welcome” given to 
Lord Walford; that Mrs. Melfont 
and her lovely daughter forgot they 
had any other perſon at their houſe; 


* 
* a 
* 3 


for indeed they all looked upon him 


28 their common deliverer. — 5 7 111 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 


| ſelves ſufficiently meritorious to obtain 


| 


nature not to eſcape the notice of Mrs. 
Melfont and of her eempany. From 


_—_ x 


her gratitude, Lucy allowed that her 


ture. Indeed, it 18 a real and incontro- 


THE circumſtances related in the 
preceding chapter, were of them- 


the forgiveneſs of any one perſon, 
however incenſed, and however im- 
placable, granting, even, he were a 
| ſtranger ;. but the anxiety, and the 
1 | I 2 continual ſolicitude, which Lord Wal- 
ford betrayed, were of too ſerious a 


her great deſire to ſhew the ſenſe of 


reſentment was not of an immortal na- 


verüble | 


0 ”* 3. 5 
| ble truth, that nary ſenſible 5 Wt: 
| woman finds it a pleaſure of the 1 
moſt exquiſite kind, to forgive him Wl 
whom ſhe loves and venerates; and 
on this occaſion, therefore, Lucy not = N 
8 only betrayed ſhe was not deſti- | 1 Et 
tute of the feelings common to PE 
her ſex, but that Lord Walford: Was 


in full poſſeſſion of her moſt tender 
affections. 75 


* 
* . * 


This 2 not, however, ſufficient 0 hh 
to enſure the peace of our hero. | a 1 
Innocence, when offended, finds the 1 
burden irkſome and ſevere; and 
Lord Walford, though treated hb Wi 

fo much kindneſs, and ſo much at- | 7 

tention, did not forget that a e —_ 

days ago Mrs. Melfont, as well as 
bays r daughter, had e 
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« 4 F - 4 * #44; v7 
> $- : 


„ 

pinions injurious. to his fidelity and 
alfotivnate profeſſions. He therefore 
put Mrs. Melfont in mind of this 
 dircunaſtance; and, with the intention 
of clearing up the matter, and of 
removing, for ever, every ſuſpicion, 
he began to relate the particulars in 
the moſt circumſtantial manner, and 
made the mother, as well as the 
daughter, acquainted with every thing 
that had happened, from the moment 
be had entered Lady Belfour's houſe, 
to the morning in which he had 
ou. a pi with her 2: 


Ai Was „dee with duch an 
See of feeling, and ſuch per- 
ſuaſtve eloquence, that the tears of 
. innocence, which reluctantly trickled 
an Lond a as cheeks, drew:a-: 

Sa” kindred 


der mother, as well as the dictates 


(4837) 
kindred ſhower from the eyes of the 
amiable Lucy, and made her betray 
the fentiments of her OR * 

8 indeed, as obtained; 
but Mrs. Melfont for ever wiſhed to 
drop a ſubject, which ſhe could 
neither underſtand nor compreftend; 
and Lucy following the dire&ions of 
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of her own heart, made Lord Wat. 
ford ſenſible of the truth of the 
obſervation which the elegant Addi- 
fon once made—That of all the. pe- 
riods of human life, none is ſo much, 
ſo duly, and ſo rightly entitled to the 
actual poſſeſſion of teal happineſs, as 
that in which two perſons fpeak to 
one another the kind language of 
1 and in the tranſporting hours 
7 3 that 


Comm) 


neſs, anticipate thoſe enjoyments, 


as modern, have called the ſum- 


mit 1 en, and the paradiſe of 
bliſs. 


But all 1 while, Mrs. Melfont 
Had not preſumed to aſk Lord Wal- 
ford the occaſion of his viſit; fox, 


vg him that his company was no 
longer acceptable, and his departure 
8 very eagerly deſired: it was an ex- 
preſſion which ſhe could not uſe, and 
our hero, totally devoted to pleaſing 
the amiable Lucy, and drawing a 


ſmile on that countenance, whoſe 


be en with ſufficient grace by 
3 all 


that they court each other's tender- 


| which philoſophers, ancient as well 


indeed, it would have been inform- 


| beauties and perfections could never 


( 75 5 of 
all the painter” s art, forgot the end 
of his journey; and it was not till 
ſome time had elapſed, that he 
ſeriouſly recollected he was to 
croſs over to the continent, and 
there ſpend the beſt part of” two 
years. 


Indeed, how often have theſe two 
fond lovers ſtrayed togelher, be- 
yond the limits of C— Park, and 
liſtened with attention to the rude, 
though harmonious, ſongs of the 
feathered tribe, which ſeemed to ac- 
quire freſh vigor, and aſſume freſh 
ſpirits, as if proud of being heard 
by the lovely and 3 GE 285 
font? a 8 90 ol oft; 


1 . lord 


(WF 
Lord Walford at laſt informed Mrs. 


Melfont, that in purſuance to the 


laſt will of his much honoured. father, 
and in compliance with the deſire 
of his guardians, he had conſented 
to viſit the capital of France, and 
that he was actually on his way to 
Calais. It was, therefore, to the 
recollection that C—— Park con- 
tained two amiable women, that he 
was indebted for the viſit he 8 ; 
paid to Mrs. Melfont, and to; 
Lucy. e | 


'% 


| This piece of intelligence rather 
ſurpriſed | Mrs. Melfont * but, far 


from advancing any thing againſt 


the | m 15 a; 8 are, tle even commended 


much 
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hoped he would not ſtudy to ac- 
the du 


much ſucceſs. in his travels, though 
time, 


at the fame 
of French politeſſe. 


quire 


(78 ) 
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\ WEEK ſpent in the pleaſing 


retreats of C Park, con- 


vinced our hero that time cannot be 


meaſured by the affections of the 
mind, and that there is a very ſen- 
ſible difference between the reckon- 
ings of him who ſighs under the 
poignant preſſure of calamity, and 
of him who ſpends his moments by 
the fide of his yielding miſtreſs. 


He was at laſt prevailed upon by 
his own repreſentations, to bid adieu 
to the object of his wiſhes. The taſk 

was painful indeed; but Lord Wal- 
| : ford 


79 ) 
ford knew, and that ſenſibly, that his 
| vows were not offered in vain. 


* Sts had 3 
which intimated, moſt ſtrongly, the 
beauteous Lucy's partiality for him; 
und among theſe, the following pre- 

ponderated.— Mrs. Melfont kept a lap- 
dog, which, on account of its ſize, 
and beauty of its hairs, was a favorite 
of the family, and was permitted te 
| fleep on the ſofa, or to enjoy the 
lap of his miſtreſs. As Lord Wal- 
ford was one evening fitting on the 


ſola, by the fide of Lucy, and play- ET 


ing with her arm, the little animal 
was ſo offended at the liberty which 
was taken with his miſtreſs, that he 
ſeized Lord Walford by the leg, and 
bit it ſo ſeverely as to fetch blood. 

| 185 This 


This act of fidelity ſo diſpleaſed 
Lucy, that ſhe totally diſcarded the 


animal ; and all the time that Lord | 


Walford continued at C Park, 
ſhe not only ceaſed to ſhew the lap- 
dog her wonted partiality, but ſhe 
every where drove him weer ben 
* ſight. 


ry, his 4 did not a little 


endear Lucy to Lord. Walford; and 


indeed, when the time came that he 
was to part from her, he betrayed 
how much he was going to loſe. 


Proteſtations of love, and aſſu- 
rances of fidelity, were uttered on 
both ſides; and Mrs. Melfont, while 
me pledged herſelf that Luey would 

prove deſerving. of Lord Walford's 


CY 
moſt tehder attentions; and ſhew' Her- 
{elf ſenſible af his love and affec- 
tions, ſhe was not leſs | ready to ac- 
knowledge, that in her daughter's 
friend ſhe diſcovered a perfon, who 


would be the joy of her family, 
the bleſſing of her child, and the 
ſupport- and conſolation of her ol 


age. 


This, however, was not ſufficient 
to gratify our hero; and he could 
not declare his mind was at peace, 
before Lucy had ſaid ſhe would 
punctually pay attention to his epiſ- 
tles, and aſſured him that difference 
of climate, and the interpoſition of 3 
ſeas, would make no alteration in Kt 
her affections. 5 


This 


1 
This was a gratification indeed !— 
Lord Walford © ſighed, and looked, 
« ſighed, and looked, ſighed, and 
=_ looked—and ſighed again !” and, 
with tears in his eyes,. bid adieu to 
his lovely, his affectionate Lucy !— ' ] 
and concluded the - ſcene. with one 
kind, one endearing embrace! h 


A 


"CHAP. XII. 


IE who knows the heavineſs that 
= dwells on the mind, and who 
has felt that painful anguiſh, which 
ſeparation from friends, and a long _ 
farewell to ſome beloved object, uni: 
verſally create, cannot be ignorant of 
the ſituation of Lord Walford, after 
he had left C—— Park. Every 


mile-ſtone put him in mind of the 

diſtance which exiſted, and which | 
er adually increaſed, between him and 
his affections; and the idea was 
inſupportable. Ie 5 


K * * 

This ſurrounding cloud of gloomi- 
meſs, however, he attempted to dif. 
pel; and he flattered himſelf, that 
the longer time he was abſent from 
Lucy, the more endeared ſhe would 
be to him; and the more eagerly, 
and the more joyfully would he 
| arms, and to baniſn all his diſquietude, 
root out every ſuſpicion, and fulfil 
every deſirè, by making an amiable 
Woman for cer his! 


Theſe, however, were the dreams 
of the lover; and the conſequences 
of this very tender and ſympathetic 
ſeparation, will ſhow how vain the 
hopes, and how ſounding the words 
of human beings are found. ” 
i 9 7; It 


„ 
It is not poſſible, eaſily, to forget 
thoſe we love; and the eyes that 
have gazed with rapture, and looked 
with fondneſs and reverence, on the 
perfections of beauty, and the attrac- 
tions of elegance and dignity, will 
not turn with diſdain and diſguſt, | 
from the ſight of an object, whoſe 
imperfect features awake hi gher ſen- 
fations, and raiſe ideas of a ſublimer 
and more majeſtic nature. | 


VOL, I. 0 


CH AP: XIII. 


We Ho reluctance, | deprive ourſelves of 
the company of the fair inhabitant 
of C—— Park, to follow the pro- 
greſs of Lord Waltond: on the con- 
tinent. 


After 2 pleaſant paſſage of eight 
Feu, in which, however, the effects 
of the ſary and the motion of the 


- ſhip, were ſeverely felt, Lord Wal- 


ford landed at Bologne. He was 
not a little delighted to ſee the 
ſeveral efforts that were made, and 
| the ſeveral | ejaculations that were 
uttered, 


3 J let us for a while, and with 


3 


” CH 0 
Attered, to call his attention to con- 
vey his baggage to land. Indeed, 
„he was obliged to yield to the incel- 
" ane clamours, and, like the reſt of 


the paſſengers, he ſuffered himſelf to 


be carried to ſhore” in the arms of 
two ſtout and' luſty women, Who nad 


waded into the water up to che : | 


middle, to reach the boat. 


tu this land of poverty, a8 "al 


as of oppreflion, our hero found 


that the revolution of ten hours had 


produced a Wonderful alteration wn 
his ſituation. He was not very 5 1 


ficient in the language of the coun- 
try, yet the little that he had ac- 
quired at ſchool, was now found to 


be of greater uſe” than he imagined; 


and he was enabled not only to 
6 2 1 make 
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N „ 
make himſelf underſtood, but even to 
hold a converſation, though not very 
. on the eaſieſt ſubjects. 
In bis attendants, however, he 
could find reſource ; and as he had 
had the providence to procure a /ac- 
_ quais before he left London, his 
fituation was not of the moſt un- 
pleaſant. Too often, however, he 
diſcovered that his lacquais united 


with his countrymen in impoſing 


upon the ignorance of the noble 
ſtranger; ; and Lord Walford more 
than once became the Supe; of the 
French maitres d botels. FRE. 


5 days after he. had landed at 
| Bologne, he reached Paris. 


We 


0 


had brought over from England 5 


bands of Hymen. 


It ing perhaps, appear rather un- 
common, that Lord Walford ſhould 
cultivate an acquaintarice with ſtran- 


gers; but thoſe that have travelled, 


of the word Engliſhman has ſome · 


2. miliar 


We muſt not, however, omit to 
mention that he travelled all the ; 
way in his poſt· chaiſe, which *s << 


and that, in his journey, he was ac- 
companied by a couple that had 
lately united their wiſhes, ty the 8 


know by experience, that the ſound. * 


thing more pleaſing on the conti- 
nent of France, than in the ſuburbs _ 
of Weſtminſter ; and we, in a foreign. da 
country, will often enter "into a fa. i 
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» miliar converſation. , with a . 
whom we would not only have diſ. | 
regarded, but deſpiſed, at home. 


This loving couple, therefore, who 
accompanied Lord Walford to Paris, 
Were no more than an old gentle- 
man, of the age of about ſeventy, 
and a young lady, whole appear 
ance announced ſhe was nearer 


her ſixteenth, 900; her twentieth 
: | year. . 


The views of Lord Walford were 
not, perhaps, of the' nature we have 
intimated ; ; and the reader's ſuſpicions 
may, perhaps, coincide with ours, 

| when we tell him, the old gentle- 1 


man was going to make the tour 
of 


( 91 ) 
of Europe, not merely for his health, 
but, more particularly, to withdraw 
his youthful flame -from the many 
ſnares to which, in her mother 
country, in his opinion, ſhe was ex- 
poſed, from her age and vivacity, 
and the company of the young and 
cheerful, who are always very ready, 
not only to paſs encomiums upon, 
but often to ſeduce, what is PR 


— 


of grace and beauty. 
The young lady was not uncon- 
ſcious that her dear lord was à prey 
to ſuſpicion, and to jealouſy; and as 
the had conſented to this union, 
more to ſatisfy friends, and the ava- 
rice of parents, than to pleaſe her- 
ſelf, ſne had, we muſt confeſs, be- 
G 4 |  trayed. ”— 


G 
(m2 
trayed- more from her vivacity and 
cheerfulneſs than the old gentleman 

could well bear. 


3 the three or four firſt 5 
£8 their journey our travellers found 
erery thing very agreeable and plea- 
Sat and the fight of unuſual objects 
did not a little tend to keep up the 
harmony which ſubſiſted among them. 
Lord Walford, however, was ſoon 
apprized of the jealous ſentiments 
which harboured in the breaſt of his 
fellow traveller; and as the young 
lady's heart was yielding and ſub- | 
miſſive, he tried to ſound the pa- 
tience of the old gentleman, who, 
it ſeems, on pretence of watch 
ing the behaviour of his dearer 
| | ſelf, 


n 
ſelf, had feigned to be ſonnd 
* ok 10 
Land Walford, who thought him- 
ſelf ſafe, was ſoon appriſed, by the 
ſigns of the young lady, that ſuch 
pretended ſlumbers were not un- 
uſual; but to leave no path untried, 
he began a converſation in French 


with the lady. 


This was a language of which the 
old gentleman was ignorant; and 
when he ſaw the plan purſued, he 
ſoon awoke from his well diſſem- 


bled dream, and, to remove far- 
ther cauſes of ſuſpicion, he begged 
to exchange places with his dear; 
and placing himſelf between her 
or 


466) 

= and Lord Walford, he prevented 
every diforderly communication, and 
the converſation in French imme- 
diately dropped, in compliment to 


%, 


. M6? 


( 9s } 


CH AP. XIIII. 


T* reader, however, muſt not Wl 

tax Lord Walford of criminal 67 
intentions, or ſuppoſe that he really 
meant to triumph over that weak 
neſs which diſike, as well as youth 
and inexperidtice, might — toy 
effect. 


It is often a diverfion, and per- 
Haps it may be called an innocent 
one, with thoſe that poſleſs vivacity,, Wl 
to ridicule the ſelfiſhneſs of others, - 
and by expoſing to root, or, | per- A 
haps, more properly, to increaſe, Z | 


thoſe little 1 and frivolities, 


Co 3 - 
which too often diſgrace the heart 
of man, and render him unfit for 
the cordiality of friendfhip, and the 
' pleaſures of honourable intercourſe. 


This fondneſs of diverſion, at the 
expence of our neighbours, is a 
paſſion, or rather a frailty, which 
diſplays itſelf in youth, which grows 
old with our maturity, and which, 
at laſt, ſinks with us into, the grave. 
Every boſom is ſenſible of. this; and 
indeed, there can be but few who 
have not been the ſubject of ridicule 
themſelves, or have not exerciſed 
their ridiculing powers on others. 


> "CH Ara. 


HE fight of Paris occaſioned a 
'" ſeparation from our hero; and 
no ſooner had the old gentleman 
ſet his foot in the capital, than he 
removed the object of his affections, 
as well as of his jealouſy, from the 
reach of Lord Walford; not, how- 
ever, without ſeverely cenſuring the 
giddineſs and» the puerilities of the 
fair, the poſſeſſion of whoſe charms 
ſeemed ſo dangerous. 


This was _ circumſtance which 
Lord Walford expected; yet he could 
not help lamenting the ſituation of 

D the 
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(995) 


| the lady, who was fo barbarouſly 


torn from ſociety, and deprived of 
every pleaſure which public amuſe. 
ments can ſupply. 


As Een? Watford had fverat let. 
ers of introduction to the beſt fami- 


= _ ties in Paris, foreign as well as 


native, he ſoon formed a very exten- 
ſive” acquaintance. But bis' principal 
care was to perfect himſelf in the 


language, which; however, he ſoon 


did, by his own application, and the 
Attention of ati aſſiduous French 
maſters In. two months time he 
was become quite a- Frenchman in 


manners as well as in language, and, 
| like another” Themiſtotles;- he ſeemed 


__ be N .of - the” virtues; as well 


people he 
frequented. 


( 99* ) 
frequented. In ſhort, he acquired, to 
a degree of perfection, that little 
je ne ſcai quoi which, in the opi- 
nion of a late celebrated and noble 
_ writer, conſtitutes the accompliſhment 
of a- modern gentleman. 


His manners were peculiarly en- 
gaging, but he was devoid' of that 
effeminaey which, in the eyes of 
the ſober, is as diſguſting as it 
is unnatural. Indeed it cannot be 
denied that more than one boſony 
| ſighed, and more than one female 
envied that aſſectionate regard which 
Lucy alone enjoyed. | 
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3 0 H A P. XLV: 
| J= * was in this country that Lord 
| Walford, as well as all thoſe who 
have viſited the capital of France, 
both before and after him, diſco- 
vered that libertiniſm ſeems conge- 


nial to the people, and that mo- 

deſty in the venerable matron, is as 
equally unbecoming, as want of con- 
tinence is diſgraceful to a married 
woman. | | 


ku 9 © , A <4... 4 


Of this aſſertion he had many 
ſpecimens of the moſt convincing 
nature; but, though he could ſcarce 
believe the narration of others, yet 

he 


05 — 


(7 
he ſoon had occaſion from experience 
to declare, that feats of gallantry are 
more faſhionable” in France, than 
duelling is in „ 
Our hero, whoſe! fenduels * fob 
theatrical entertainments was as com- 
mon, went with. many others, a ls 
comedie, to ſee the third appearance 
of an actreſs, whoſe beauty, as fame 
reported, was captivating in - "the 
higheſt degree, and whoſe powers 
were ſuperior to thoſe of all her 
contemporaries. The houſe was crouded 
beyond conception, and all that was 
gay, faſhionable, and beautiful, in 
Paris and its environs, ſeemed a i 
to have met together, to be the 
ſpectators of a favorite performance, 
and a popular actreſs. | 
vor. u. After 
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After the play was concluded, 
much to the ſatis faction of the au- 


dience, our hero was haſtening away 
from the play, when he faw behind 
him a lady, who had ſeemingly 
been ſeparated, by the great crowd 


that preſſed on all ſides, from the 
company with which ſhe had entered 
the houſe. —It was the gay, the lively, 
and youthful conſort of an. illuſtrious 


duke, of the houſe of. 


Lord Walford was not a ſtranger 
to this young ducheſs, and he had 
been more than once honoured with 


her hand at | public balls, and there- 


fore he very politely accoſted her, 
5 and aſked her the reaſon of that 


concern which ſeemed to be expreſſed | 


in | her countenance. 2 


e 


3 103 J 
The reader, who is at liberty to 
conjecture whether this meeting was 


intentional, or merely accidental, will 


not be ſurpriſed to hear that the 
ducheſs told Lord Walford, that her 
uneaſineſs aroſe from her apprehen- 
ſions of not being able to get ſafe 
into her carriage, as her ſervant had 


not been punctual to her orders, and 
waited upon her according tO her 


4 . e 


Theſe apprehenfions of madame la 


ducheſſe were ſoon removed by the 


| | politeneſs and atterition of Lord Wal- 


ford, Who not only found the coach 
of the fair, but was actually pre- 


vailed upon to accompany her to 


her own houſe, as Was 


alone. | 
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( 304 )) 
To refuſe the kind and preſſing 
| Invitations of a lady, is not in the 
nature of the lover of the ſex; and, 
ſurely, we cannot cenſure Lord Wal. 


ford, for not only accompanying the 


ducheſs, but for ſtopping at her 
houſe, and promiſing to remain there 
the reſt of the evening. He en- 


quired after monſieur le duc; but 


he was as readily told by my lady, 


that her lord was very well, and 


that he was then three leagues from 
Paris, on a viſit to his mother. 


5 Lord Walford now found himſelf 
| alone with a lady in the prime of 
life, and who, for vivacity, fprightli- 


neſs, and elegance, was inferior to 


none of her ſex. 


PO 


| Perhaps 


4 


( 105 ) 
- Perkspe it would be a creditable 


aſſertion, not only for the ſex in 
particular, but for mankind 'in gene- 7 
ral, could it be added, that the q 
young ducheſs ſurpaſſed the fair in 
conjugal attachment, and delicacy of 


manners, as much as ſhe excelled 
them in thoſe other ſuperficial qua- 
lifications, as they are called by ſuch 
as poſſeſs them not, which are the 
pride and the boaſt of greatneſs. 


Indeed, Lord Walford had long 


ago been particularly noticed by the 
ducheſs; and had ſhe been an un- 
married woman, he might have car- 


ried his gallantry farther than mere 
compliment; but when he perceived | 


the attention of the lady, during the 
whole time he was in the play- 
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hoſe, and ſaw hat he was the only 


object on which ſhe gazed with con- 
cern, and that, as often be met her 

eye, her countenance was overſpread 
with bluſhes, and with ſmiles, he 
concluded that her partiality was 
great, if not criminal. 


He made no difficulty of accom- 
panying the ducheſs to her houſe, 
and of ſtaying with her the evening; 
and perhaps his curioſity was greater 

5 than the reader may imagine, and 
he was, no doubt, as anxious to 
know in what manner this viſit 
would end. 


' However, without farther pream- 
ble, let it be known, that Lord 
Walford fat, down to an elegant 
| | ſupper 


( 107 ) 

ſupper with the ducheſs, and that 
he alone was deemed, on that day, 
deſerving the attention of the lady. 
Indeed, he did not expect to find 
her houſe deſtitute of company, yet 
his ſurprize was not much raiſed, 
when he found himſelf the only 
perſon with her  hadyſhip. 


To pleaſe Lord Walford was the 
only with of the ducheſs; her com- 
pliments bordered on flattery, and, 
had not the Engliſhman been reſi- 
dent for upwards of three months 
in the capitat of France, and totally 
reconciled to the liberties which are 
allowed in converſation, he would, 
perhaps, have turned with e 
from the company of the dy,” | 
| | 4 : 5 ſt 


0 wh). 


| Tt wank: however, have been a 
99 of the laws of hoſpitality; 


3 and, to have offended a lady who 


ſtood high in rank, as the leader of 
faſhion, and as the pattern of the 
gay, would have been unbecoming 
in a man who wiſhed to ſpend his 
time with every honorable gratiſica- 
tion, and to make as many friends, 
and to cultivate - the acquaintance, 
of as many perſons of diſtinction, 
as he * could. 


After ſupper 58 over, and the 
ſervants had diſappeared, Lord Wal- 
ford began to know he was then 
left alone with the lady. The ducheſs 
Was well aware, from experience, as 
Vell as report, that the paſſions of 
Fouth are eaſily inflamed ; and he 

naturally 


( 109 ) 
naturally concluded, that he who. 
was her equal in age, would not fail 
to feel thoſe impreſſions, which it 
was in her intention to commu- | 
nicate. 


Not ſatisfied to ſpeak that lan- 
guage of tenderneſs, and to exprels, 
in her looks, thoſe ſigns of ſympa- 
thy, which in lovers only can be 
excuſable, ſhe worked more power- 
fully upon the ſenſes of our youth- 
ful and ſenſible hero, by putting 
into his hands a book, which could 
raiſe ſuch paſſions as ſhe herſelf 
wiſhed ſoon to gratify. 


He was deſired to read; and 
while an aukwardneſs of pronuncia- 
Lon, as well as a ſmmeriag voice, 


4 } 
amuſed the lady, and excited her 
ſmiles, ſhe often ſeized | his hand, 
and with all the raptures which a 
lover may feel, and the glowing ſen- 
Nations which are communicated to 
His heart by the ſoft touch. of his 
miſtreſs's arms, ſhe gradually over- 
came the virtuous reſolutions of the 
| Hero, and put all his philoſophy to 
flight. | 


Her carefſes were preſſing more 
and more; and as often as Lord 
Walford wiſhed to draw back his 


hand, from the returning ſenſe of his 


ſituation, the glowing ducheſs would 
ſeize it with more rapturous vehe- 
mence, and kiſſing it repeatedly, 
= would tell him how powerfully his 
7 ame, and the elegance of his 
. . OP | ons. 


Ein 
perſon, had worked upon, her mind. 


He yielded, alas! but too ſoon 


and the gratification of the 


became as much, perhaps, his widh, 


as it was that of the n 
ducheſs. 


The triumph of nature was com- 


plete; and Lord Walford had already 


his head reclined on the boſom, 


with both his arms around the neck, 


of the yielding ducheſs, ready to 


make a ſacrifice of his love, at the 
altar of a blind and momentary paſ- 
ſion, and to forget his long loved, 


the fairer, and the more amiable | 
Lucy, in the arms of a foreigner; 


when a ſudden rap at the door 
ſeparated the two lovers: : 
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Their confuſion was great indeed; 


Þut they gradually reſumed their 


courage, when the diſturbance ceaſed, 
and when the ducheſs was aſſured, 
by ringing her bell, that nobody 


was come in. 


* / x 


But this moment of terror and 


conſternation proved of ſervice to 


Lord Walford; he roſe up with pre- 


cipitation, and prepared to ruſh out 
of the houſe, almoſt without noticing 
| the ducheſs. She perceived his inten- 
tion; but before he could effect his 
. . ſhe ſeized him firmly by 
the hand, and, throwing herſelf at this 
feet, ſhe beſought him not to retire. 


Her ſeeming diſtreſs pierced lis 
very foul; he raiſed her from the 
1211 2 ground— 


C 3s 3 


ground—and he had no ſooner led 
her to the ſofa, than again he was 
prevailed upon to procraſtinate his 
ſtay, He well knew the criminal 
purpoſes of the lady; but when the 
ſaw that, ſhe ceaſed to importune 
him: — On account of her great 
perturbation, and the agitation of 
her ſpirits, he felt a kindred concern. 


It was, W the medication of 
his ruin. The ducheſs obtained a 
truce, only to return to the battle, 


armed with more vigor, and impelled . 


with greater reſolution to conquer, 


Lord Walford ſoon found himſelf : 
more powerfully attacked; but it 
would have been in vain, had not 

| | the 


G | 
the ducheſs, either accidentally, ot 
intentionally, worked more effectually 
upon his ſenſes, in the ſame manner as 
the artful Athenian, in days of yore, 
influenced his judges, and expoſed 
to his view a neck more white than 
ſnow, and thence fill more enchant- 


Ke ing, a "ne" more captivating. 


This was more than philoſophy | 
eduld bear; ; and Lord Walford 
ſeemed leſs able than ever to reſiſt 


the allurements of a woman, who, 
* beſides all this, uſed every tender 
©  Expreflion, to overcome his virtuous 
diffdence. Oh! why hefitate,” faid 
| the, embracing Lord Walford with 


glowing ardor, „ why heſitate to 


* 8s make me and yourſelf happy ?— 
+0 Let us not abuſe the precious 


„ moments 


Eu 


„ moments we have —Come to my 


« arms, without farther heſitation, 


« and ſhew me, by the warmth of 


« your return, you know the value 


« of my love.—Oh! my dear Lord 


% Walford! take what is yours, and 
let: us be happy in each | other's. 
„ arms.—It is here alone you can 
4 find true love Is there, in all 
4 England, one that loves you with 
«© the warmth.“ “ In England!“ 
exclaimed Lord Walford, who at the 
word recollected his profeſſions to the 
lovely Lucy“ In England !——0,, 
e heavens ?—Can I be guilty of ſuch 


perfidy 7” and ſaying thus he tore 
himſelf from her arms, and bluſhed - 
at the ſacrifice which his paſſion was 


going to make. 


Rather 


=: 
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Rather than fixing his eyes on 
the ducheſs with all the expreſſion of 
 laſciviouſneſs as before, he now turned 
With diſdain and with diſguſt from 
| and as he was ſtalking acroſs 
the room, and curſing his weakneſs, 
the door all at' once burſt open, and 
uſhered the duke into the room! 


0 8 . 
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H E ſcene which v was now erh. 
bited, was of the moſt ſerious i 
nature. The duke, who was about 
forty years old, and very partial to 
his wife, was aſtoniſhed when he 
beheld our hero raving like a mad- 
man in the middle of the room, and 


| the lady fitting on the ſofa,” witk 


: hair diſhevelled, and half undreſſed : n 


Her countenance betrayed indigna- 
tion, and, on being flighted by Lord 
Walford, ſhe began to conceive a 
great a diſguſt for him, as, half an 
hour before, the profeſſed the greateſt 

vor. . 1 regard, 


(: wa: 3; 
regard, and the moſt | inviolable 
attachment. She knew her Lord had 
often fuſpe&ed her of infidelity, but 


as he had never found, himſelf, the 


ſmalleſt reaſon to confirm his ſuſpi- 
cions, ſhe reſolved at once to excul. 
pate herſelf, and to wipe from her 
character that blot, which ſne ſup- 


poſed to be perceivable by the eyes 
* her huſband. 


; - She, therefare, 1 no ſooner ſaw the 
duke enter the room, than ſhe flew 
- towards him, and throwing herſelf at 
his feet, begged his protection againſt 
the inſults and the wantonneſs of 
* * ö 

4 oY were ſo expreſſive of 
eue and ben, and ſhe ſo well 


( 119 ) 
ated her part, and diſſembled her 


ſttuation, that the duke, unable to 
ſpeak, fixed his eyes on her with 


kindeſt compaſſion, and then turned 


to Lord Walford, and to her again, 
without the power of expreſſing the 


reſentment which was ſwelling in his 
boſom; till our hero, who burned 


with equal indignation, exclaim- 
ing, O, vileſt of women !” burſt 
out of the room, and left the 
houſe. | 


It was a happy circumſtance for 
Lord Walford; the credulous duke 


was not eaſily to be pacified, and, Wi 
indeed, he drew his ſword with vio: Wl 
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lence, and was purſuing his unarmed =_ 


: _ whoſe fate would have been 
18.7 5." „ 


( 120 ) 
eaſily decided, had not the avenger, 
in his zeal to purſue, ſtumbled on 
the ground, and ſuffered our hero to 
eſcape from his reach. 
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Trovcht this elape might feu 


the life of Lord Walford, yet 
it did not ſhield Him from all other 


purſuits. 5 He ſoon learned what a 
terrible thing it was to diſpleaſe A 
woman, and to kindle reſentment in 
that breaſt, where every ſpark of 
virtue and of continence is extin- 
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The ducheſs was too irritated to 
attempt to appeaſe her lord; but 
rather, on the contrary, ſhe incited 
him, with all the paſſionate rancor of 
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an injured female; and had his boſom 
been totally devoid of courage, as 
her's was deſtitute of humanity, the 
very expreſſions ſhe uſed might have 
Wiven him boldneſs. 


This was, however, .unneceſlary ; z 
l the duke was more ſenſible than 
= herſelf of the danger of ſuffering 
P violence to conjugal fidelity to paſs 
unrevenged; and he immediately ſent 
a eke to Lord Walford. 


| Mii delay \ was ; as tee 
ſervant who was the bearer of the 
_ unwelcome news was unable to find 
dis | lordſhip. . Lord Walford, how- 

ever, was no ſooner made acquainted 

with the circumſtance, than he deter- 
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( 123 ) 
not to receive the imputation of 
_ cowardice or guiltineſs. | 
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He did not, nevertheleſs, thow 
himſelf ſo regardleſs of his ſafety, 
as not to conſider that life was of 
too much value to be ſacrificed to 
the reſentment of a laſcivious female; 
and when he begged of one of his 
friends to accompany him to the 
field, he could not help diſcloſing 
to him the whole of what had hap- 
pened between him and the ducheſs, 
with every, the moſt 4rivial, elf- 
emmſjunce. | 
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The gentleman to whom he dif. 
of the laſciviouſneſs of the ducheſs, 
but be e thought it better to promiſe 
VIA I 4 Lord 
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Avid Walford his aſſiſtance, this to 
attempt openly to make a reconci- 
liation. But Lord Walford had no 
ſooner left him, than he immedi- 
ately tock the moſt effectual mea- 
ſures to undeceive the uxorious duke; 
and by writing an anonymous letter 
to him, in which he ſpoke in the 
moſt confidential manner of the 
lewdneſs of his lady, and of her 
numerous gallantries, he made men- 
tion of facts, which ſo conſiſtently 
den with the CO which 
that every "ak of ching Was. 
laid aſide. 


The: Aube Fans the contents of he 
anonymous letter with aſtoniſhment, 
oy be. 28. eagerly embraced the 
18.1 ＋ 88 


<( 5 2 
opportunity of examining every thing 
in the moſt circumſtantial manner, 
as he had drawn his ſword in 
defence of his ſuppoſed injured wife. 


- 


To proceed with more caution, he 
ſhewed the letter to the ducheſs; 
and, indeed, on the perufal, ſhe ſoon 


betrayed that conſcience is infur- | 


mountable, and that truth can never 


be confuted. The duke ſaw her heſi- 
tation — ſhe bluſhed—he grew angry, 


and ſhe became the more con- 
enen er 6; e, 


1. 
- 4 5 i 4 1 % 
4 2:4 4548 


855 This diſcovery was ſufficient to 
convince the duke that Lord Wal- 
ford was not guilty of violence to his 
lady, but rather that ſhe acted the part 


8 
vn, 
ok \ 


of 


We 


8 ) 
of a vicious and laſcivious woman; 
and, without entering into farther 
particulars, he immediately diſpatched 
a meſſenger to the Engliſhman, and 
W a conference with him. 


Aha this n 0 parties be- 
haved with ſo much candor, deli- 
cacy, and openneſs, that from that 
moment the duke profeſſed an invio- 
lable friendſhip. for Lord Walford, 
and conſulted him on every occa- 
ſion. He could not, however, be 
perſuaded to forgive the ducheſs; 
and though Lord Walford intereſted | 
himſelf warmly, in attempting to 

effect a reconciliation, aided by the 
ceonceſſions and repentance of the 
EY ns 45:56 The 
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The ducheſs was for ever rejected 
from the bed, as well as from the 


houſe, of her lord, and, ſoon forget- 


ful of her dignity, and of the pro- 


feſſions of amendment ſhe had made, 


ſhe became the moſt abject of proſti- 


tutes; till, tired of Paris, ſcorned 


and deſpiſed by her relations, the 
paſſed into Ruſſia, where, in a few 


weeks, the periſhed, a prey to that 
loathſome diſeaſe, which is the ſure 


and the deſerved companion of lewd- 
neſs and infidelity + ai obo. 


. * r N 2 — 
AE A — — ————— — — ” 
- y ” - . — - 
- - 2 A P — _ — ooo 
8 - 


i 
: | 
| ; 
| 
i 


= WG” 
== 8 — 
8 2 
5 
— — 


r 


3 
— I 

TS DEALT GEES 5 - : LAY 

= EE PF, łR2k oo 


85 5 = 
— 
OO 


—— 


5 — - 2.5-; 
be 
.- . 
_ 6 © = 


5-7 


— — 2 


8 
— rr oo —- * 


— 


IJ 2 * 


” 
. - 
7 9 8 3 >” 2 1 — — — n " 
I Es LIES 8 — —— 
3 r 7 hg Sonny rw OS LF) $, — A Fl 4 L © 
LS 5 = = Mn! „. NW E Fe Te * 3 —— 
- — 1 1 AS \ = W * 2 8 * En De # - ——— ham. 
A 3 = - = E = — = — eh > 2 — T == CLOSEST — => 1 — ERS 
_ on — o - N 3 * 3 
. 1 = SEES = 


on — $2 
Fn; A Bop, 
7 5 


— N % 
r WO 
. —— 4 a 
. SL nds 
n 


— IF * 

—— r 
4 0 

"I -- = = 


= -- — 
— = 
* 


—— 


= 
— rr 
4 n SX. Bf 
* e ma 


a - abrevnew 


and to the moſt amiable, the moſt 


cumſtance happened, which. revived 


of Sir George Offulton, and that, 


$ * \ 
| 1 
© NR” a T 
” t 
UT we will now bid adieu, for 
a while, to Lord Walford, and 
return | to the fair inhabitant of | 


C Park, and pay our tribute of 
adoration to the beſt of mothers, 


endearing of 3 


A few weeks 4 Lord Walford's 
departure to the continent, a cir- 


in the boſom of the lovely Lucy 
a ſtrong and permanent recollection 


while „ 


( 19) 


while it convinced her of his gene- 
roſity, as well as of his attachment, 
made her ſenſible, that the beſt of 
dilpoſitions too often are debaſed by. | 
the moſt abominable of foibles, and 


the moſt execrable of vices. 


The executors of the unfortunate 


baronet had divided, according to 


ſelves, except a few legacies that 


had been leit to different charities; 
but the lapfe of a few months ſoon 


diſplayed to the world the perfidy 
that had been uſed on the occaſion. 
One of the executors, who did not 
think himſelf well treated by his 
companions, was induced, through 2 
reſentment, to diſcover the fraud that 


= bad 


* 4. . 


= b f dana ho — — = th — 2 
. RN 


+ 


AI > 


® - — 4 == 
CLE 


= — — — = fe OI. % 

PRESS FATS Fo 
r 

r 


* 


« IS. EN — = 
ID en 
Pon IS 


* . — — 
725 = = — © "5 E 4 T A 
. ES SESEE. 
_ Lk a Ea S a 2 
— 4 - Ix =p TR” 


* 2 — 
n 
| ö 
IS SET LS a: > 

bo = ” mY -_ — 


— 
* ney 


— 
— 


1 


2 ! 
ww 

0 Wy - 1 bi * 2 Y; x 2 — 
— Y * As 5; 34-7 = 38 8 
2 5 . - 4 % > * 
So a THe, 
2 22 — — 8 1 
* 5 ? _ Ly : 
—— — — — - - o 

: a DON * 
1 


VIS 

| — 
> IE 
— 


r 


* =p SS - 
— IE 3 
— ISE = 


_ 
— 27 


: — ary 
— 2 —— 4 
* 2 SETS Jn” 
S *-- = kt. — 2% * 
SES < M Eo a 
: by 


e 
Had been purſued; and it ſoon ap- 

peared, by his evidence, that the 
real will had been cancelled and 
ſupprefied, and that one had been 
fabricated and atteſted, in which 
the lawyers "had made the beſt 
uſe Pen could of "their time and 


8 to the laſt will and 
pleaſure of the unfortunate Sir 
: George, Miſs Melfont was to inherit 
all his eſtates, and to become the 


mittreſt of every thing he poſſeſſed, 


das a durable teſtimony, as he had 
expreſſed himſelf, of the inviolable 


attachment that had exiſted between 


Ach) 1 * \ 5 
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There was, however, one clauſe, 


which - muſt not be forgotten, in 


which the baronet ſhewed the ſet- 
tled hatred he entertained and che- 
riſhed againſt - Lord Walford. He 
ordered, that the faid Miſs Melfont 


ſhould be obliged to make a ſurren- 
der of every thing ſhe received from 
him, if ſhe liſtened to the addrefles 


of Lord Walford, or. was united to 
him in the bands of marriage, before 


one year and a day after ſhe came 
into the full poſſeſſion of his eſtate ; 


had elapſed. a Fo Wes 1 897 


This clauſe, at the time that the 
fraud and the duplicity of the law- 


yers was diſcovered, ſeemed uſeleſs; 


becauſe, if Miſs Melfont had taken 


* of the baronet's eſtates, 
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according to the direQions of his 
Will, ſhe would have 'been free from 
the reſtrictions. But, however, the 
diſtruſt and the jealouſy of the baro- 
net cannot but be . obſerved, who 


ſeemed to ſuppoſe that fickleneſs and 


inconſtancy was the ruling character 


of Lord Walford; as he imagined 


the lapſe of one year would make 


him turn away, with diſguſt, from 


thoſe charms, and thoſe perfections, 


which at firſt ſight had made ſo 
ſtrong and fo laſting an impreſſion 
upon his heart. | 


Lucy could not but ſhed a tear, 
at the recollection and gratitude of 
Sir George Oſſulton; and the wor- 
thy Mrs. Melfont could not but ſen- 
ſibly ſhew her concern and regret 


for 


: : ö 
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i the loſs of a man, whom ſhe had 
| honored with her acquaintance, her 
M- friendſhip, and her eſteem, | | 


Yet we cannot but remark here, 
for the honor not only of Mrs. 
Melfont and her lovely daughter, but 
of human nature and female feelings, 
that the acquiſition of above two 
thouſand a year, beſides an elegant 
„ houſe in town, as well as in the 
country, made no alteration in the 
manners of the fair poſſeſſor. Lucy 
well knew, that of him to whom 
much is given, ſhall much be 

required, and therefore the firſtt 
uſe ſhe made of the opulence chat 
now was poured into her hands, was 
to relieve the diſtreſſed and the 
needy, * to liſten to the crayings of | 
vol.. 11, : k. Poverty, 


5 1 FREY 92 
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poverty, and to viſit the cheerleſ 
Yonge” bf age "and ty 


5 nee ſhe EY every 
mouth was ſtopped, to gaze in 
amazement on ſo much goodneſ 
and virtue; all bowed the head, in 

adoration, and every heart called for 

bleſſings from heaven, on the chari- 
table and compaſſionate Lucy. She 

Was univerſally revered, and univer- 
\- Hilly adored; and the babe ſtill hang- 

ing on his mother's breaſt, betrayed 
with a ſmile, and a cloſer embrace 
round his 7 parent's neck, the fair 

85 and lovely ſtranger, who was the 
1 — benefadtreſs of his family, the patron 
= of the poor, and the generous re- 
wuarder of induſtry and virtue. 
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| * this was but tranſient * 
plauſe, and which Was paid to her 
but whenever ſhe appeared. 5 The 


gratitude of the poor, however, was too 


great to be reſiſted; and every joyful 


mother, more and more anxious to 


ſhew her ſenſe of benefactions re- 
ceived, begged, and begged not in 


| vain, that her daughter might bear 
the name of their common parent ; $5. 
and in a few years there was ſcarce 


one ſingle houſe, in all the neigh- 
bouring country, within whoſe walls 
the name of Lucy was not re- 


echoed with redoubled pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction. Her birth-day was kept 


with more loyalty than that of the 
ſovereign, and the 17th of Decem- 


ber was yearly a day of public joy 


K 2 and 


0 ( 136 ) 

and feſtivity, in which every peaſant 
forgot his labor, the aged matron 
her cares, and the A his pains 
and ſores, 9 


( 137 ) 


CHAP. XIIx. 


1 HE retreats of Cu Park, 
" ſome time after the departure 


of Lord Walford, loſt their vivacity 


by the abſence of the amiable Luey; 
and Mrs. Melfont, yielding to the 
preſſing and repeated invitations of 
Lady Belfour, repaired to town, ac- 
companied by her daughter. 


They found, in Portland Square, 
the ſame cheerfulneſs and gaiety. 
Lady Belfour was as anxious as ever 
to pleaſe her friends, and the viſits 
of Captain Harriſon were now be- 


come ſo frequent and regular, that 
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people were too apt to conclude, 
this familiarity would end in a cloſer 
union, and more laſtin 8 acquaint- 
ance. 


This was alſo noticed by Mrs. 
Melfont; : and ſhe could not help 
* remarking, with a ſtrain of her uſual 
good humour, that Lady Belfour 
would ſoon exchange her name, and 
that ſhe herſelf expected that Lucy 
would be remembered on the occa- 
ſion, and be permitted to ſhow her 
ſenſe of gratitude, by being choſen 
to attend the ceremony in che cha- | 
racter of bride-maid. | 


Cr) 


6 AP. "A 


APTAIN Harriſon, who had 
been deprived of the fight of 
the amiable Lucy for a conſiderable 
time, no ſooner ſaw her return to 
the houſe of his friend, Lady Bel- 
four, than he felt an almoſt extin- 


guiſhed flame revive, and his mind a 
prey to all thoſe- various ſenſations 
which love and deſpair gradually 
excite. The more he contemplated : 
her beauties, - the more his paſſions 
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were increaſed, and the more ardently 
did he deſire to make himſelf the 
maſter of lo much perfeclion. 


4 4 & 


* 


* 9 % * « 
E = P . & wi Yn By 0 


„ Whenever 


( 149 ) 5 
Whenever Lucy appeared, the 
Captain was ſeen uttering his ex- 
| preſſions with difficulty; and if it 


: were poſlible for the countenance of 


the immodeſt and the vain to be 
altered by the fofteſt and ſweeteſt 
of all human paſſions, you might 
| have ſeen the bluſh of nature, and 
the color of amazement, ſuffuſing 
themſelves on the cheeks of the 


deſponding admirer. 


Yet whatever he did was but 
mlent admiration; he knew the tri- 


5 umph which his friend, and great 


rival, Lord Walford, had obtained 
over the heart of the lovely Lucy, 
and he could not brood over the 
| idea, without feeling 'a kind of 
remorſe; and determined to conquer, 


2 (n) 
| by fair or by foul means. He tried 
every art he poflibly could, to gain 
che attention of the lovely Lucy, but 
all in vain; yet, though he met with 
: defeat on one ſide, he had the ſin- 
ber” gular ſatisfaction to find, that Mrs. 
 Melfont paid more regard, and ſhewed- 
more concern for him than uſual. 
A circumſtance, however, - vat 
pened, which gave a freſh turn to 
matters, and bewildered even thoſe 
who thought their intelligence the 
| beſt, and the ground on which they 
ſtood, the ſureſt and the firmeſt. 


One morning Mrs. Melfont, who 
always roſe very early, and received 
from exerciſe and an active life, all 


| the benefits and - the health, which 


naturallx 
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naturally accompany the hafer 'of 
luxury and indolence, had no ſooner | 
ſeated herſelf in a chair by the fire- 
ſide, in the parlour. of Lady Belfour, 


than.. he diſcovered at her feet a 


letter, apparently half torn. Her 


curioſity was upon this excited ; but 


when ſhe ſaw. upon it the Paris 


poſt- mark, ſhe concluded it was one 
of the ,many communications which 


the lovely Lucy had received from 


* affections of blo Walford. 


= | To reſolve all FR doubts, the 
opened the letter, deſirous to peruſe 


thoſe expreſſions of tenderneſs and 
affection, which ſouls devoted to each 


other know how te utter, and which: 5 
Lucy had always made her care to 
Upection, as the du- 
„ 


; "Mpc o her i 
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tiful and obedient daughter, ' who 
wiſhes” all her actions to be marked 
by the ſanction of parental authority 
and approbation. But, alas! what 
Was her aſtoniſhment, when, among ; 
other heterogeneous matter, ſhe read 
the following lines :;—* It is exceed- 
e ingly painful to me, to communi- 
« cate to you, things which are a 
« difcredit to me as an Engliſhman, 
„ and diſhonorable to you as a 
« friend. I have often taken he 
« opportunity of ſpeaking to you of 
_ * a young nobleman, of our own 
country, who was univerſally ad- 
« mired for the elegance of his per- 
* ſon, and the amiableneſs of his 
6e manners; but, alas! how changed 
. * from him wh was once the ad- 
"7 miration 


f 
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« miration of the fair, and, as J 
„ may ſay, the eriterion of polite. 


c neſs! Lord Walford, for it is him | 


J mean, is no longer the ſame 
* affable, polite, modeſt, and gene- 
4 rous. youth, he was a few weeks 
* ago. He is ſunk beneath the 
notice of all acquaintance, and, 
“ upon my honor, if you will be- 
&© lieve me, thoſe who formerly 
„ ſought his friendſhip and com- 
e pany, with anxious concern, now 
turn from him with diſguſt. He 
e js become not only profligate, but 
« he is, what every honeſt man ab- 
„ hors to name, a moſt ſhameleſs 
_< debauchee! He has ſeduced the 
„daughters of ſeveral perſons of 
2 diſtinction; and, no 00 than 
* 


" 


4. yeſterday, the Duke de —— found 
« him where he ſhould not have 
„been —in the arms of his ducheſſe! 


* 


J am aſhamed to mention it— He 
« is himſelf conſcious of his baſe- 


« neſs; and now he ſeeks comfort, 


* 


C 


and the laſt conſolation, like all 


© our - proſtitutes in the cities of 
„London and Weſtminſter, by in- 
„ toxicating himſelf. I have ſeldom 


« met him lately, but he was 
6 loſt to himſelf—indeed, he was fo 


drunken, that he was ignorant of 


« my name. But I will not ſwell 
« the catalogue of his vices, which, 
« I am ſorry to ſay, are too nume- 
« rous. For God's ſake, keep all 
« this ſecret; - I would not have it 


« =, for all the Jewels of £ 


66 the 


$47 any, 


UT 


ce = Queen . France; therefore 
<<] depoſit it into your boſom, as 


< the only place of ſecurity. Dear 


4e friend, yours affectionately, &c.” 
We 
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CHAP. 1. 


HIS/ was too much for the 
worthy Mrs. Melfont to bear. 
She now perceived a character at- : 
| ele, which hitherto the had 
looked upon as the pattern of all 
virtue and delicacy. As the intelli- 
| gence by which ſhe received it was 
private, the more certain ſhe believed 
it, and .the more to be depended | 
upon. She knew. not whether to 
blame herſelf or not, for having 
the curioſity to open the letter 
Which had given ſuch mournful 
intelligence; and ſhe was conſidering 62... 
wer It e be conſumed M 
tha 
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che . and ſuffered to 10 un- 
known, when Lucy, whoſe early 
riſing and daily temperance, proved 
how deſirous ſhe was of imitating 
- the good and laudable example of 
her venerable mother, entered the 


Mrs. Melfont no ſooner perceived 
Her approaching, with all' the beauty 
and dignity of the riſing ſun, burſt- 
ing through the clouds, than ſhe 
extended her hands towards her, 
and giving her the letter, ſaid, 
* Read mis, N mY 


a Les: ad it with a kind of avi- 
dity, but ſoon ſhe glanced over the 
_ firſt lines, and ſtill unable to com- 
| prehend, began anew, till anger, ; 
: indignation, 
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Aeneon, and "deſpair, were | ſeem 
to wrinkle that brow where, before, 


"uo graces ſat; and thoſe cheeks, ; 


where beauty had fixed her ſeat, 
were fuddenly covered wich the bluſh 
of modeſty. She read it again and 


again, till, turning to her mother, 5 
ſhe exclaimed, Is it poſſible oh! 

I cannot believe it!“ She perufed | 
It again; and fixing her eyes wich 


anxious concern upon Mrs. Melfont 
for ſupport and for conſolation “ It 


4 js impoſſible,” faid ſhe— Could 


Lord Walford act with ſuch per- 


< fidy ?—Surely there is not ſuch 
% vaſt difference between a man's 


cc profeſſions and his actions will 
* not, I cannot believe it!—It is 


the language of malevolence : b and, | 
ang fo, the threw the paper ite 
ot, i. - L ha. 
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the fire . There!“ added ſhe, << pe- 
« riſh for ever, d for ever be 
6; * forgotten!” Fer, 


Mrs. ts Melfont had little time to 
4 enlarge upon the fubj ect; for very 
Joon, after the arrival of Lady Bel- 
four put an end to the converſation, 
| which had been unexpectedly excited 
dy ſo uncommon, an adventure. | 


CHAP. u. 


Bur en way Smiles of friends, 
the frowns of enemies, or the 
adulation of courtiers, were capable 
ef diſpelling the cloud which had 
ſettled on the mind of the virtuous 
Lucy. She felt too much, to be 
amuſed by the trifling accidents, or 
| unentertaining news of the day; "NE 
to eaſe herſelf in part of the anxie- 


ties which ſeized upon her, the — 


wrote, by the advice and with the 
approbation of her mother, a letter 


to Lord Walford; ſuch a letter as 


ſhe alone could write. She men- 


tioned, tenderly. and flightly, the 
Tr L2 | rumours 


% „ by 
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rumors that ſhe had la; and he 
ſaid, ſhe hoped, for his ſake, and 
for the ſake of her whoſe heart had 
always been open to him, with every 
appearance and with all the reality 
of fincerity, that all ſhe had heard 
. not true. | 


P She eien impatience for the 
return of the foreign mail, which 
wis to make her either happy or 

miſerable; and, indeed, her _ 


IJ tions were at laſt. fulfilled, 


= kfteenth day alen ge had fon ns 


With tremblin L ng hand, and palpi- 
eating heart, ſhe opened the epiſtle. 
Pale were her looks, yet hopeful was 
ale _— and, W her counte- 
N nance 


1 


nance brightened into a ſmile of 
approbation, when, at the beginning 
of the page, ſhe read the well 


known words, and the uſual expreſ- 
ſion, of My deareſt and moſt 
« affectionate Lucy; yet ſoon were 
changed thoſe expreſſive looks of 
cheerfulneſs, and a tear dropped re- 

OR! dnn the "I — of 


Her mother * her — 55 heave 


the deepeſt ſighs, and begged to per 
ruſe the epiſtle. « It is well it is 
6“ no worſe, my daughter,” cried the 
worthy Mrs. Melfont. As your 
„ mother, Lucy, I command you *to 


* forget him, who has ſo B 5 


* forgotten you?” | S 


L 3 


N 
! 
p 
1 
, 


_— 
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IHE emotions which diſturbed 
the peace of the ſenſible Lucy, 
had not eſcaped the obſervation of | 
Lady Belfour ; ſhe felt for her ſake, 
| and behaved, on this occaſion, as 
3 the moſt faithful and Tur trueſt of 


"Mrs. Melfont did not longer con- 
ceal from her knowledge a circum- 
| ſtance which ſhe knew would ſoon 


be knovn in public; and, as ſhe 


could rely on the ſecrecy of Lady 


Belfour, ſhe did not heſitate to ſhew 
EY 1 0 


n N 


10 . * letter which . . 


7 \ * ap" % 
I 


The more now Mrs. Melfont pe- 


ruſed it, the more deformities ſhe 
beheld in Lord Walford's character, 
and the more irritated did ſhe ſhew 


herſelf. Indeed, there was more than 


the human heart could bear; and 


Lord Walford ſeemed in this to 
betray a turpitude of mind, and a 
wantonneſs of character, which even 2 N 
his greateſt and moſt inveterate ene- 
mies could never have ſuſpecteec. 


=” + p 


Not ſatisfied with diſſembling affec- 
tion, in the beginning of his epiſtle, 


he ſoon proceeded to inſolence and 


1 illiberal ſatyr.— Why ſhould Lucy,“ 


ſaid he, ene that ſhe is to | 


or  - -.L4- * command 


«x56 ) 
« command over me, as over a flive ? 
shall I not be permitted to taſte 
« the pleaſures which are tendered to 
% me on every ſide; and ſhall I 
* ſcruple to enjoy the eompany of 
„ thoſe beauties, | which at leaſt 


equal, if not furpaſs, the pretended 


* charms of Miſs Melfont ?*” - 


i. + 


This was ſufficient to inflame with 


| reſentment. the moſt peacefut bofom ; 


— ſhe read the — words: 
„ And why will you require ſo 


but who could. rt 1 — 


„ much of mef—lIs this all the 


4 deference you owe to my rank, 
* my dignity and fortune? — Has 
* not a nobleman condeſcended to 


« promiſe you his hand, and to raiſe 


zou 


—— ; 
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« equals ?—and therefore, why ſhould 
« you complain that others enjoy, 
« in common with you, the favors 
„ which were never devoted to yolk 
« alone n 


* one cok ſtruck the generous 


and independent ſoul of Mrs. Mel- 
font; but Lucy wiſhed to act with: 


more moderatio n; yet, though un- 


willing to admit her mother's ſuſ⸗- 


picions in all their latitude, the f 
could not help expreſſing her doubts, | 


and betraying the anxieties of her 
heart 


— If 1 had given Lord 
Iu Walford reafon to behave | with 
8 that ingratitude — but it is not ſo: 1 
Tevery, the ſmalleſt accident or 
= dilappointment, tends but to make 
5 « * th WE 
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( 258 Y 
ce the wound deeper and deeper, till, 
perhaps, it becomes incurable,—It 
will not be ſo with me.—Surely, 
*© he could not be fo perfidious, fo 
35 baſe, to me — What we have once 
15 ſincerely loved,“ added ſhe, with 
a ſigh, yet with a look beaming full 


of hope, what we have once fin- 


& cerely loved, we do not eaſily 
* .ceale to love; and however un- 
e worthy the object may prove, yet 
« ſome tender, at leaſt, ſome tran- 


ſient recollection, will ariſe; z and 


— appears to me impoſlible to bid 
& an eternal adieu to her whom he 
« has long adored, without ſome 
c ſmall ſhare of regret.” | 


* N 


Things continued in this train, and 


all correſpondence | ceaſed between 


Lucy 


much to the ſatisfaction of Mrs. 


them from it, by obſerving that the 


(1. 
Lucy and Lord Walford; and, indeed, 


Melfont. 


Captain Harriſon could not but 
obſerve a ſettled melancholy on the 
mind of Miſs Melfont; but his en- 
deavours to know the cauſe, and his 
attempts to remove it, proved in 
vain; and Lady Belfour alone re- 
mained acquainted with the ſecret. - 

Lucy no longer found in public 
amuſements that fund of entertain- 
ment which they had hitherto afforded, 
and ſhe would have retired immedi 
ately with her mother . to Cor 
Park, had not Lady Belfour diſſuaded 
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country and folitude would be pro- 
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ductive of more injury than effectual 
ſervice to their health. 


Captain Harriſon, who had long 
ſighed, and fighed in vain, after the 
afmable Lucy, ſeemed more than ever 
to be at a loſs how to account for 
this ſudden change in Lucy's man- 
ner and behaviour. He attempted to 
gain her heart by every ſofteſt word, 
and every endearing attention, but, 
ſeemingly, in vain; yet the mother, 
who had long watched his actions, 
and who had long admired his accom- 
_ pliſhments, ſeemed now inclined to 

favour his addreſſes to her daughter, 
and to encourage him in the pur- 
fuit of a prize, which always proves 
the dearer, the more difficult it is 
to be obtained. 

MP 8 Us 


| ( 16r ) 

He ſoon became ſenfible of her 
partiality, and flattered himſelf that, 
to gain the conſent of the parent, 
was half the fight over; therefore, 
without farther prelude, he told Mrs. | 
Melfont of the ambition he had to -.x 
be called her ſon-in-law. it 


Wi 


. 


; Mrs. Melfont, though well acquaint- 
Ei ed with his intentions, ſaid ſhe was 4 
3 ſurpriſed at the diſcovery. She told i. 
| him plainly, that the reliance ſhe had YR 
' placed upon others had been ſhame- 

fully abuſed; and that, though ſhe | 
hoped the beſt from Captain Harri-* 

ſon, yet ſhe dreaded what had hap- 

pened ſo unexpectedly from other 
quarters. She told him ſhe had 

always admired the openneſs of his 

| behaviour, 


| ({ 162 ) 
behaviour, and the generoſity of his 
heart, and that if her conſent was to 
be gained, ſhe, doubted not it would 
not be denied. 


$5. 
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CHAP. Uv. 


TFT cannot be a matter of wonder, 
B that Mrs. Melfont ſhewed now 
ſuch marks of diſpleaſure and of re- 
ſentment towards him whom, a few 
months before, ſhe profeſſed to eſteem 
and to admire. The inſolent letter 
which Lucy had received from Lord 
Walford, was of too ſerious a nature 
to admit of atonement - and ſhe could 
never promiſe or foreſee a reforma- 
tion in him, who had fo daringly 
forfeited his claims to her friend- 
ſhip, | . 


The 


rity of a loving mother. But, 


(164 

The reception, therefore, Which 
Captain Harriſen met with, was eafily 
to be accounted for, when we recolle& 
the recommendation which his ſuit 
Teceived from the partiality of Mrs. 
Meliont, and His acquaintance with 
Lady Belfour. But his principal object 


was as yet to be obtained; and though 
| the was now ſecure of the approba- 


ion of all others, yet Lucy Melfont 
remained to be eee 


This was an arduous taſk; but 


Who could deſpair, when the opera- 


tions were carried on with ſuch 
vigor, by the warmth and affections 
of a | paſſionate lover, ſupported by 
the influence of a female friend, and 
ſeconded by the ſanction and autho- 


alas! 


ſion, exert the authority 


X65 9 


alas! in ſpite of all this, the heart 
of the lovely Miſs Melfont ſeemed 


impregnable; and there was à ſome- 
thing which the diſliked in Captain 


Harriſon as a lover, to which ſhe 
withed never to object as a common 


acquaintagce. e 
WR 


Time, howwnas; W ai, 


conquer that ſeeming antipathy, am = 


Mrs. Melfont did not doubt" vas” 
Lucy would at laſt conſent, When 
the  ingratitude and the perſidy of 
Lord Walford had made ftill ſtronger . 
and ſtronger impreſſions on her 
mind. She did not, on thas occa- 


rent, but, from the wee t 


dhe end, ſhe acted the "i 


ſettled part of a boſom 13 and 


„„ thought, 
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E. 
thought, as every ſenſible mother 
who has the welfare and the comfort 
of her children at heart ought to per- 
ſuade herſelf, that the happineſs of 
human life is of too ſerious a nature 
to be trifled away with, and that 
the hymeneal union, which is not 
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cemented by mutual confidence, mu-, 
tual affection and regard, is the be 
ginning of ſorrow, and the origin of 
every evil. 


But, while hope was increaſed in 
every boſom, Captain Harriſon be- 
trayed impatience; and the coldneſs 

and diſtance with which Lucy treated 
him, created indifference, though it 
ſeemed privily to cheriſh the ſpirit 
of reſentment and revenge. 3 


To 


1 

To enumerate a few trifling inci- 
dents, which evinced the poſitive 
determination of Miſs Melfont, would 
be both uſeleſs and unintereſting ; 
and though forſaken by all, reviled 
and deſpiſed, Lord Walford ſtill en- 
gaged her care, and ſhe ſtill recol- 
lected, that in him alone ſhe thought 
to have found true fincerity, in 
ſpite of all the virulence and the 
liberal ſatyr, which, perhaps, a mo- | 
ment of deſpair or of intoxication, 
had prompted him to utter. TY 
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IHE ſituation of Miſs Melfont 


*- would have been mournful in- 
deed, had her mother inforced her 
eommands with maternal authority; 
but it was a far different caſe; and 
Lucy experienced, more and more, 


with how much tenderneſs and affec- 


tion ſhe was loved by her parent ; and 


while ſhe had the ſecret ſatisfaction to 


find that Captain Harriſon became 
every day leſs and leſs importuning 
in his addrefles. He was, it muſt 
be confeſſed, her conſtant attendant; 


and as he was a daily viſitor, from 


morning 


* 


( 169 ) 


morning till night, at the houſe of | 


Lady Belfour, it is no wonder he 
was regarded by all as a member of 
the family. = 


Wherever Lady Belfour or Mrs. 
Melfont went, Captain Harriſon was 
always expected to accompany them; 
and he could not believe that to be 
a trouble, which was to be rewarded, 
as he hoped, by the hand of ſo 
fair and ſo lovely a woman as 
Lucy. | 


But things were now coming, 
with unexpected rapidity, to an 
iſſue; and every one was ſoon to 


learn how muck eſteem and defer- | 


ence he ought to claim from the 
other. 


* 3 Lady 
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Lady Belfour, Mrs. Melfont, and 
Lucy, received a very prefling invi- | 
tation from one of their friends, at 
the diſtance of a few miles from the 


capital, and were very warmly ſoli- 


cited to pay attention to the ſum- 


mons. 


forgotten on the occaſion; 


Captain Harriſon was not 


and, 


indeed, the ladies, as well: as he, 


were anxious of making the excur- 


fron. But, however, when the morn- 


ing came, Mrs. Melfont was taken 


ſuddenly ill, a circumſtance which 
ſoon clouded with gloom the pleaſures 
of the party. She was far, in the mean 


while, from wiſhing Lady Belfour to 
abſent herſelf from her friend's houſe, 
but rather, ſhe warmly recommended 


it to her to be punctual to the 


invitation. 


Lucy 


(n 

Lucy was ſo alarmed on this ſud- 
den indiſpoſition, that ſhe determined 
not to leave her mother; but a 
couple of hours ſoon made >a won- 
derful alteration in the ſituation of 
affairs, and, by the perſuaſion of 
Mrs. Melfont, Lucy was prevailed 
upon to go and ſpend the day in 
the country. Lady Belfour, how- 
ever, refuſed to accompany her, and 


thought it her duty to ſtay in 
Portland Square with Mrs. Melfont. + 


Lucy, therefore, and Captain Harri- 
ſon, were the only perſons who went 


to the country; and in the excur- 


ſion, we muſt not forget to tell the 


reader that Captain Harriſon ſpoke 


to Miſs Melfont in a language which 


ſhe thought he had long forgotten. 


He was not only more complaiſant 
M 4. than 
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than uſual, but, as if his being alone 
with ; ſo charming a woman could 


inſpire him with more ardor, he was 


more affectionate, and expreſſed a 


purer and more diſintereſted paſſion, 


than ſhe fuppoſed he ever could 


- thew. 


She thought her ſituation now very 
unpleaſant ; but, though ſhe diſliked 
his profeſſions, yet the could not 
but pity him, and feel a kind of 
compaſhon for him, who faid he muſt 
for ever be miſerable, if ſhe turned 
a deaf ear to his petitions. During 
the whole day, Lucy expreſſed a 
concern for her mother, and wiſhed 


to return as ſoon as Palate: to 


Portland Square. 


C 
It was about eleven o'clock in the 
evening when ſhe, in company with 
Captain Harriſon, left her friend's 
houſe, and proceeded with rapidity 
towards London. The diſtance was, 
indeed, not inconſiderable; bat they 
had not advanced more than two 
miles, before they were ſuddenly 
ſtopped, at the entrance of a ſmalt 
village, by a great concourſe of 
people. This gave occaſion to en- 
quire into the cauſe of this tumul- 
tuous afſembly, and they were ſoon 
told that a gentleman, in his poſt- 
chaiſe, had been robbed, and almoſt 
murdered, as he croſſed * * 
bouring heath. : 


The cries of the people, as well 
as "os mournful ſtoxy, operated 16 
f powerfully 
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beſt inn in the village. 
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powerfully upon the ſpirits of the 
timid Lucy, that ſhe ſaid ſhe could 
not go farther, and that, however 
ſafe ſhe might be in the company 
of Captain - Harriſon, yet ſhe would 
prefer either returning to her friend's 
houſe, from whence ſhe came, and 
whole preſſing ſolicitations for her to 
ſtay all night ſhe now blamed her- 
ſelf for having refuſed, or that ſhe 
would ſtop till the morning in the 
She, in the 


mean time, did not forget her mother, 


but intreated Captain Harriſon to ſend 
his own footman to Portland Square, 
to acquaint them with the circum- 
ſtance. 


The captain, who was ever anxious 
to merit the good graces and the 
favors 


8 


favors of the amiable Lucy, no 


ſooner heard her mention this, than, 


after he found his expoſtulations to 


continue on the road uſeleſs, he ſaid, 


not only his ſervant would go, but 
he, himſelf, after Miſs Melfont had 
retired to reſt, would ſhew her how 
much he valued her peace of mind, 
and how defirous he was of laying 
down even his own life in her ſer- 
vice, by accompanying the ſervant, 
and acquainting Mrs. Melfont that 
all was well. : 
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CHAP. IV. 


Ur, now, while the amiable 
Lucy, with that timidity and 
with that diffidence which is ſo na- 
"rural to her ſex, believed herſelf 
ſecure under the hoſpitable roof of 
an inn, Captain Harrifon began to 
think more ſeriouſly on his ſituation. 
He confeſſed himſelf to be the ſlave 
of her heart, yet he could not bear 
the idea to be in ſervitude, without 
obtaining a reward. 


A thouſand paſſions ruſhed in upon 
him, and preyed upon his mind in 
| turn; 


Enn. 
turn; and, after a few moment's 
conſideration, that man who, an hour 


before, would have ' ſhed his blood 


in the defence and cauſe of inno- 
cence and the all-lovely Lucy, deter- 
mined to offer violence to her per- 


ſon. He knew that, too often, force 


will effe& what intreaties are unable 
to accompliſh; and he was perſuaded 


that ſhame; and the warmth of 
youthful paſſion, have frequently kin- 
dled in the breaſt that flame, which 


is unknown to the pureſt love. 


He now, therefore, turned his 
thoughts towards the accompliſhment - 


of his wiſhes; and as he had one con- 
tinually with him, who was ever 
ready to do whatever he commanded, 
even the very ſame ſervant by whoſe 
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criminal offices ſo irreparable a 
breach had been opened in the ac- 
quaintance of Lady Belfour and Lord 
Walford, he gloried in the idea. 


Lucy had no ſooner entered the 
inn than ſhe was prevailed upon, 
and, indeed, much againſt her own 
"inclination, to drink ſomething to 
reſtore her ſpirits, and to counteract 
the malignant influence of the cold 
and foggy air of the night. While 
the room, in which ſhe was to 


retire, was preparing, a ſmall glaſs 


was tendered to her, and ſhe found 
the liquor it contained ſo refreſhing, 
as ſhe thought, and fo pleaſing to 


the palate, that ſhe emptied it . 
its contents. 


The 


(- 29% ) 
The reader need not be informed 
that it was Captain Harriſon's own 
creature who preſented it to the 


lovely Lucy, and who had made, by 


the command of his maſter, the 
mixture, by the infuſion of opium 
and other ſoporiferous ingredients. 


Very ſoon after, the potion began 
wonderfully to operate; and the ami- 
able Lucy, unacquainted with her 
ſituation, felt a ſudden ſtupor ſeizing 
her univerſal frame, and, in a few 


moments, ſhe ſunk to mw in 00% we, 
chair. r 


The ſervant now appeared deſirous 
to conduct her to her room, which 


was ſoon effected by the aſſiſtance of 


Captain . WhO ordered the 
maid 
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maid to undreſs the lady as care- 
fully as ſhe could, and to make as 
little noiſe as poſſible, for ſhe was, 
as he ſaid, rather indiſpoſed. The 
room, in which the innocent Lucy 
was conveyed, was at ſome diſtance 
from the entrance of the inn; and, 
on this account, the whole was 
more favourable to the criminal in- 
tentions of Captain Harriſon. 

The maid had no ſooner obeyed 
the injunctions of Harriſon, than ſhe 
returned to the room where he had 
remained; and as ſhe, as well as the reſt 
af the family, had no ſuſpicion but 
they were man and wife, the made 
him no offer of preparing another 
bed- room for his reception. | 


But 


%& 


( | 181 ) 


But Harriſon, who was waiting 
with impatience for the maid's return, 


began to conſider more ſeriouſly how 


he ſhould, effectually and ſucceſsfully, 


execute his plan. He knew, that, 
after he had gratified his ſenſual 
deſires, his ſuit to Lucy would be 


treated not only with indifference, | 


but that he ſhould be hated and 
abhorred. He knew that, ſince he 


began with force and with violence, 
he muſt continue to exerciſe force 


and violence; and he naturally con- 
cluded, that the loſs of her virtue, 
and the fear .of ſhame, would ope- 


/ 


at laſt reconciled. 


VOL, I. N With 


rate upon the feelings of an injured 
woman, and make Lucy bear her 
misfortunes with reſignation, and be 
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With this view, therefore, he or- 


dered his favorite ſervant, who, in- 


deed, was the only one who had 
remained with them, to get his car- 
riage ready very early in the morn- 


ing. 


With this reſolution he advanced, 


with the candle in his hand, towards 


the room where the amiable Lucy 
repoſed. Every thing was huſhed in 


peaceful ſilence, the village was ſo- 


lemnly ſtill, and no noiſe, no whiſ- 
pering gales, diſturbed the ſullen 
gloomineſs of night. His heart beat- 


ing high, and his paſſions raiſed to 


the higheſt pitch, Captain Harriſon 
entered Lucy's apartment. He imme- 
diately ſecured the door with a bolt, 
and 3 yet with rapid ſtrides, he 

; "advanced 


Ct as } 
advanced towards the bed, where, in 
the arms of ſleep, lay buried, the 
faireſt and moſt angelic of women, 
The clothes of Lucy, negligently 
laid on a chair, were the firſt objects 
on which the laſcivious adulterer 
fixed his eye, and only the more to 
raiſe his paſſions. 
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But, as if he were unworthy to 
behold the face of Lucy, the cur- 
tains of her bed were cloſed on 
every fide, but the trembling- hand 
of Harriſon ſoon removed them. 
However polluted his thoughts, his 
| ſentiments criminal, and his luſtful 
deſires exceſſive, yet he could not 
but ſtand loſt in fear, amazement, 
and admiration, when he beheld the 
lovely Lucy! One of her arms was 
8 N 2 aeareleſsy 
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careleſsly extended on the bed, 
while the ſofteſt, faireſt, and moſt 
ſnowy neck, that ever exiſted in the 
ideas of the moſt perfe& of painters, 
was expoſed to his view! 


This was too much temptation, 
even for the chaſteſt mind; but Har- 
riſon, whoſe feelings were brutiſh, 
and whoſe paſſions were of the moſt 
violent nature, roughly withdrew the 
clothes, and uncovered the boſom of 
the ſleeping fair !—then throwing 
himſelf ſuddenly on her neck, and 
raiſing her a little in his arms, he 
imprinted a thouſand kiſſes on her 
lips, with all the violence and luſt 
of brutiſh paſſion. The conqueſt was 
now become eaſy and complete, and 
Innocence could now ſhed a tear for 

the 
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E 
the loſs of one of her brighteſt and moſk 
precious jewels ; when the blaze of the 
light dazzled the eyes of Lucy; and, as 
it juſt awakened from a dream, and, 
as if wiſhing to extricate herſelf 
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from a ſudden preſſure, ſhe opened 
her eyes; but ſhe was ſo totally laſt 
to herſelf, that, Harriſon concealing 
himſelf, ſhe opened them, and 2 


them as ſoon. 
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Her raviſher, however, determined 
on her ruin, ruſhed with more vio- 
lence upon her; when the coldneſs | 
of the air, to which Harriſon: had 
now expoſed her, co-operating with 
the violence he had uſed, and the 
dazzling of the light, rouzed her 
from her lethargy :— She ſtartled, 
and perceiving her ſituation, ſhe roſe. 
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up againſt her raviſher, and, with a 


ſhriek, prevented any farther act of 
violence... Harriſon aſtoniſhed, con- 
faunded, yet determined to over- 
whelm her, oppoſed force to force, 
and innocence ſeemed unequivalent 
to reſiſt guilt, had not the ſhrieks 
of Lucy been. increaſed more and 
more, and the confuſion augmented 
by the candle, which. Harriſon had 
brought, falling againſt the curtain, 
during the ſtruggle; and * the 
room on fire. 


Zach ſeemed now anxious for his 
preſervation ; yet Harriſon would have 
triumphed over the virtue of Lucy, 
though the cries. of murder! mur- 
der! were reiterated, had not the 
ſudden blaze of the bed frightened 
| | the 


'S 187 ) | 

the raviſher, who equally alarmed 
the houſe with the cries of fire! 
fire! The alarm was inſtantly re- 
ceived; but Harriſon, conſcious of 
his guilt, and unable to effect his 
diabolical purpoſe, no ſooner heard 
the people at the door furiouſly de- 
manding admittance, than he ruſhed 
through the window, and fell on 
the ground in the yard, without 
injury; and, while every hand was 
employed in extinguiſhing the flames, 

he, carried by his guilt, departed 

with precipitation from the houſe, 
accompanied by his ſervant. 
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He ſoon reached London; and as 
he had but one more experiment to 
try, that he determined to do, that 
no one might remain to witneſs his 
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ingratitude. He knew that Mrs. 
Melfont was already acquainted with 


the reaſons of Lucy's not having 
returned; and therefore he haſtened 


to Portland Square, to attempt the 


diſſimulation of his guilt. 


Horror, paleneſs, and ghaſtlineſs, 
fat in his looks when he entered 
the houſe, and well beſpoke the dread- 
ful purpoſe he was going to exe- 


cute. Every ſpark of humanity was 
Tong extinguiſhed in his boſom, and 
therefore he had no regard either 


for friends, much leſs for relations. He 
ſoon told Lady Belfour that the 


houſe, in which they had ſtopped, 


had been ſuddenly ſet on fire, but 
that Lucy had received no harm, 
that ſhe was very well in the place, 

A and 


408 3 

and that he had haſtened to Port- 
land Square, to inform Mrs. Melfont 
of the whole, that ſhe might not be 
alarmed at the intelligence, were it 
falſe. 

The news was ſoon carried to 
Mrs. Melfont, who longed to claſp 
Captain Harriſon in her arms, for 
his kindneſs and attention to 11 
daughter. 8 


But, alas! with diſgrace to human 
nature muſt it be mentioned, that 
this very man, who had attempted 
to raviſh the amiable Lucy, and had 
received ſuch marks of favor from 
Lady Belfour and Mrs. Melfont, ſe- 
cretly ordered his ſervant to poiſon 


a water that was brought to her 


' ladyſhip's 
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ladyfſhip's table at breakfaſt. His 
own guilt prevented him from being 
preſent at the melancholy ſcene 
which was to enſue; and he abſented 
himſelf, on pretence of indiſpoſition. 
Lady Belfour drank the fatal cup! 
and the ſame breakfaſt was carried 
to Mrs. Melfont, who was unable to 
leave her room on the account of her 
illneſs, which ſeemed to have taken 
ſo unfavourable a turn. Mrs. Mel- 
font put the cup to her lips, but 
her ſtomach was ſo weak, that ſhe 
happily returned the breakfaſt un- 
touched to the maid; and her want 


Ff appetite ſaved her life. 


The ſcene which was now repre- 
ſented, was of too melancholy 2 


nature not to affect even che moſt 


obdurate. 


| 1 
obdurate. Lady Belfour, ſoon after 
breakfaſt, fell into violent convul- 
fions, and expired before the cauſes. 
of her complaint could be known, 
or the aſſiſtance of a phyſician be ob- 
tained. 


Captain Harriſon's ſervant had ab- 
fconded a little while after his 
maſter's departure; but, alas! how” 
dreadful are the conſequences of 
guilt! Stung by remorſe, and, per- 
haps, more powerfully mortified by 
diſappointment, in not having tri- 
umphed over the virtue of the 
amiable Lucy, and poiſoned her 
worthy mother, Harriſon, the day 
alter, put an end to his miſera- 


ble N by ſhooting a: piſtol 
through 


\ 
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through his brain !— And ſuch was 


7 
the life and the death of one, who 


was a ſtranger to gratitude, to love, 


and humanity ! 
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CHAP. LI. 


UT the ſervant of Captain Har- 

riſon, who had been the tool 
of his crimes, and the inſtrument 
of his cruelties, no ſooner ſaw the 
fatal conſequences which had enſued, 
than he diſcovered that the ſtings of 
conſcience were intolerable. He came 
to Lady Belfour's houſe, and, after 
he had obtained admiſſion there, he 
declared to Mrs. Melfont what had 
been done to Lucy, and what mea- 
ſures had been purſued to deſtroy 
her own life by poiſon. 


— — - — TIE — yo — — — — Ry 2 — - 
—— — —̃ —— ya — — — — Cnr — — — wy — ACSI, 2 - * 
- 1 2 — 2 * —_— „ — — — — — — - . — — 2 — — 
e AZ, 8 2 5 = _ — ol — my — —— * - — — — — _— 
8 — 3 : —== H- 
—— — n A - - 2 : — — . ˙ mg 3. ee 


— on 
—ů— 


＋ 1 1 
— — — —— . —— OS — - 
—_— = „„ IRR : — ** 1 
— - ws . ——— III — — — — — 8 
A 


— m_-*— 
— 


— — — 

2 . 
3 — —— 
1 


. — IESY — 
— — 
— NaN 3 
— — — 


=o 2 = 
— — — 


ng” ws ne : 
b ö — 
—— — — rr 
— — I — > _ 
. - — — — — 3 


- eW Bud 


= — ä 
— « = 92 „ * ” — — . m_ 
bus — n * - — — — — 
> = —— — - WV 
Pets Ne "rope — 
- 


The 


„ 

The worthy woman almoſt fainted 
away at the intelligence, and burſt 
into tears profuſely; and, after ſhe 
had recoyered herſelf, ſhe gave her 
ſervants immediate orders to go to 
the place where Harriſon had left 
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25 Lucy. ; 25 


The virtuous and innocent Luey 
-was very ſoon after conducted to her 
mother; and fuch a ſcene was exhi- 
bited, as ſhowed, in the moſt de- 
ſcriptive colors, the mother and the 
daughter; the concern of the parent, 
and the dutifulneſs of the child. 
But, alas! it was too much for Mrs. 
Melfont—ſhe very; nearly ſunk under 
it; and when ſhe recollected what 
had pailed the three preceding days, 
ſhe believed herſelf almoſt in another 
| world. 


* 1 r n 
. es ret. — wat © ne S nn Bom 3 I » 
err ; - — " a 


vw 


Cw} 
world. The amiable Lucy bluſhed 


with indignation and innate horror, 
at the mention of Harriſon ; but, 


when ſhe heard he was no more, 
and that he had become his own 
executioner, a torrent of tears be- 


dewed her angelic cheeks! 


Mrs. Melfont found her indiſpoſi- 


tion increaſe, particularly when ſhe 


was reminded that the funeral of 


Lady Belfour devolved to her care. 
She was unable, herſelf, to attend; 
yet ſhe, or, more particularly, Lucy, 


gave ſuch orders as did honor to 


the friendſſip and the virtues of ſo 
worthy and ſo accompliſhed a woman 
as Lady Belfour. 
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impatience, to C 


every day ſeemed to increaſe her 
decline; and ſhe now found, that 
where ſhe expected to ſecure more 
enjoyment, and more comfort, there 


was no poſſibility of amending her 


ſituation. 


One circumſtance we muſt not here 


omit to mention, which, as it gave 


infinite pleaſure to Lucy, was the 
cauſe of equal uneafineſs to the 
worthy Mrs. Melfont. Harriſon's ſer- 
want, to make his peace with thoſe 
whom :his .maſter had ſo fatally 
offended, : diſcovered every thing that 
had been done; and as he had now 
nothing 


Mrs. Melfont haſtened away, with 
Park, accom- 
panied by the lovely Lucy; but 


11 


11 


6 


nothing to fear from threats or 


tyranny, he told the aſtoniſhed Mrs. 


Mlelfont, that thoſe letters which had 


influenced her to favor Harriſon, 
and had painted Lord Walford as 
an ungrateful wretch, a ſon of de- 
bauchery and intemperance, had been 
forged, and artfully impofed on 
Lucy's credulity, as well as thoſe 
which ſhe believed ſhe received im- 
mediately from Paris. Indeed, to 
corroborate this aſſertion, he pro- 
duced a number of Lord Walford's 
letters, which he had intercepted, and 
in which Lucy, as well as Mrs. 
Melfont, found how much they had 
been deceived, and how much _ | 
had injured Lord Welk: 


— 


| Joon as they reached Paris. 


e 

Indiſpoſed as ſhe was, Mrs. Mel- 
font : immediately wrote a letter to 
the continent, in which ſhe ex- 
plained matters to Lord Walford, 
and begged his forgiveneſs. Lucy 
followed her mother's example, and 
dictated ſuch a letter as herſelf only 
could write. 


But while Mrs. Melfont expected 
the reſtoration of her health in CJ 
Park, ſhe was confidently adviſed by 
her phyſicians, to paſs into France, 
and to viſit Montpelier. Loath as ſhe 
was, yet ſhe was prevailed upon by 


Lucy; and they croſſed the ſtreights 


in a little time after, determined 
to pay a viſit to Lord Walford as 


They 
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They were, however, prevailed upon 
to ſtop a few days at Calais; and 
”YB + while Mrs. Melfont there prepared 
| herſelf againſt the fatigues of the 
journey, the amiable Lucy made ſeve- 
ral excurſions into the country, and 
ſeemed to gaze with rapture on the 
manners of a nation, whoſe vivacity 
is more to be admired than their 

- virtues. 


One day, as Lucy was making a 
little excurſion, together with her 
worthy mother, in their carriage, 
they liſtened with kindeſt compaſſion 
to the alternate cries and ſongs of | 
an old man, whazhad approached them 
to beg for charity. He did not 
crave relief in vain; but Lucy could 
not but help to admire a ſmall box 
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which, from its fize, form, and ele- 
gance, greatly attracted her attention. 
Her curioſity was the more and more 
increaſed, when ſhe ſaw upon it the 
Latin words of Procul eſte profani, 
thus tranſlated into Engliſh—* Touch 
« me not, ye unhallowed hands.” 


The beggar, ſeeing her partiality for 


his box, ſaid it ſhould be her's for 
a very little money; and when he 
was aſked how he had' procured it, 
he ſaid he had found it on the ſea- 


ſhore, that ſame morning, among the 
-wrecks of a ſhip that had been loſt 
in a ſtorm. 


The generoſity, as well as the cu- 
rioſity, of Lucy, paid dear for the 
box; and, after he had received a 

- louis, 


which he carried under his arm, and 


4- 


. tf an } 
louis, the beggar thought himſelf _ 
better ſatisfied, than if he had all 
the boxes of the kingdom of France. 
The eagerneſs of Lucy to find what 
the box contained, was at laſt gra- 
tified, when ſhe found one of her keys 
which juſt ſuited the lock, But, alas! 
what was her aſtoniſhment, how great 
her conſternation, when ſhe diſco- 
vered a number of papers within, 
and among theſe, carefully put by 
themſelves, as ſacred, the very letters 
ſhe had written to Lord Walford ! 


She haſtened to the hotel, where 
ſhe lodged, anxious to unravel the 
myſtery, and was ſoon told, that, 
during the night, an Engliſh cutter, 

Coming over from Dover, had been 
ſhipwrecked on the coaſt; and that, 
0 3 of 


41 (. 208. } 
7 of thirty-one paſſengers ſhe carried, 
only nine had reached the ſhore ! 


] Let not the reader be aſtoniſhed 
to find, that the gallant Lord Wal- 
ford was in the ſhip that periſhed, 
and that he was abandoned to the 


fury of the mercileſs waves! He 
had left Paris, with impatience, on 
finding that Lucy had dropped all 
correſpondence; and, as he knew 
that his beloved Lucy was then in 
London, he haſtened away, to throw 
himſelf at her feet; but his diſap- 
Sointment was great! The firſt intel- 
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gedee he received of the fatal 


cataſtrophe juſt deſcribed, was mourn- 
ful indeed !—It was the hearſe, which 
conveyed the remains of Lady Bel- 
four to her vault, ten miles from 
| London, 


| ( 20g ) 

London, in Middleſex; and the 
ſolemnity of the proceſſion ſtopped 
his courſe. He enquired of the by- 
ſtanders his blood froze in his veins 
at the dreadful communication, and 
the big tear was ſeen burſting from 
his eye! | 


He, therefore, no ſooner found 


that neither London nor C Pack i 
contained his all, than he haſtened i 
back to the continent, where he 9 
truſted to find the two amiable tra- $ 
vellers. The ſhip which carried hig A 


over, was ſhipwrecked, and Log 1 3 * 
Walford was one of the few who! M 
eſcaped to ſhore on planks. —But, 
alas! what was the conſequence !— 
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He had ſwallowed ſuch a quantity 
of ſalt water, and was ſo exhauſted 
with 
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with fatigue, that when the waves 

-daſhed the wreck on the ſhore, he 

Temained there as dead for upwards 
of half an hour, till the cries of the 
© diſtreſſed called the people to the 
AHhore; and Lord Walford, whoſe 
rank and dignity were unknown, 
Was inſtantly removed to a neigh- 
bouring hoſpital. But, alas! every 
aſſiſtance of the French praGitioners 
proved ineffectual to recover him — 
His cold limbs gave no ſign of re- 
turning life and the mournful ſhroud 
Was prepared to number him among 
/{ he dead; when an Engliſh ſurgeon 


came to the relief of his country- 


-men; and, -by following the -direc- 
tions of the Humane Society, and 
by proper treatment, after two hours, 
the pulſe was felt to throb, and the 

paleneſs 
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paleneſs of death forſook his coun- 
tenance. The firſt words he uttered, 
were “ O, my affectionate Lucy!“ 
and his eyes appeared to brighten 
at the idea that he ſtill lived for 
Lucy, and that he hoped ſhe ſtill 
lived for him. 


It will be needleſs to add, that 
the enquiries of the amiable Lucy, 


to find out who thoſe were who. 


had ſuffered ſhipwreck, ſoon told her 


where her affectionate Lord Walford _ 
was. He met her ſtill with more, 4 
it poſſible, than uſual tenderneſs; ©: 


and his weakened ſpirits received 


more benefit from the preſence of 


the lovely Lucy, and the worthy 
Mrs. Melfont, than from the pre- 


ſcriptions of his phyſical attendants. 
| A recon - 
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A reconciliation was, indeed, ſocn 
"Dotted; for what is more pleaſing, 
and more conſonant to the heart of 


man, than to forgive thoſe we 


love ? 


Lord Walford ſoon told Lucy, 
that ſince the goodneſs of Provi- 
E's dence had bleſſed him again, after 
many dangers, with the fight of 
her lovely countenance, he would 
never again be ſeparated from her; 
and he intreated the worthy Mrs. 
Melfont to intercede in his favor. 


The mother, whoſe heart was filled 


with gratitude and eſteem for Lord 
Walford, checked his impatience, 
and withed him to ſtay till ſhe was 
re- eſtabliſned in her health, and till 


her return to England, Our. hero, 
however, 
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however, urged more warmly his 
petitions; and, as Lucy wiſhed to- 


tally to abide by the deciſion of her 


mother, the objections of Mrs. Mel- 
font were gradually diſſipated; and 
| they no ſooner reached Paris, than, in 
the chapel of the Engliſh ambaſſador, 
on the 3d of Auguſt, the very ſame 
day that he was of age, the adorable | 
Lucy made a worthy and accom- 


pliſhed man happy, and . exchanged 


the name of Mils Melfont for 
of Lady Walford. 1 


This happy union was, a year after, 
more cloſely cemented by the birth 


of a ſon; and each ſeemed to re- 
ceive additional pleaſure, in finding 
Mrs. Melfont reſtored to perfect 
health and natural cheerfulneſs. After 
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they had ſpent a year nd. an half 
on the continent, and viſited,” the 
mot celebrated parts of Italy, Swit⸗ 2 

zerland, Germany, and Holland, they 25 
dee to C— Park; and the 
more he Bed on his Lucy, the 
more Lord Walfozd thought himſelf 
in the poſſeſſion of beauty, goodneſs, 
innocence, and virtue! OH 
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